Mark

CHAPTER 1

HE beginning of the gospel of Jesus

Christ, the Son of God;
2 As it is written in the prophets, Be-
hold, I send my messenger before your
face, which shall prepare your way be-
fore you.
3 The voice of one crying in the wilder-
ness, Prepare the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight.
4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and
preach the baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins.
5 And there went out to him all the land
of Judea, and they of Jerusalem, and were
all baptized of him in the river of Jordan,
confessing their sins.
6 And John was clothed with camel’s hair,
and with a girdle of a skin about his loins;
and he did eat locusts and wild honey;
7 And preached, saying, There comes
one mightier than [ after me, the latchet of
whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop
down and unloose.
8 Iindeed have baptized you with water:
but he shall baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.
9 And it came to pass in those days, that
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and
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was baptized of John in Jordan.

10 And straightway coming up out of the
water, he saw the heavens opened, and the
Spirit like a dove descending upon him:
11 And there came a voice from heaven,
saying, You are my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased.

12 And immediately the Spirit drove him
into the wilderness.

13 And he was there in the wilderness
forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with
the wild beasts; and the angels ministered
to him.

14 Now after that John was put in pris-
on, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the
gospel of the kingdom of God,

15 And saying, The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand: re-
pent, and believe the gospel.

THE FUNCTION OF THE LAW

Commenting on the Law's ca-
pacity to bring the knowledge
of sin, Bible commentator Mat-
thew Henry said, “Of this excellent use is the
Law: it converts the soul, opens the eyes,
prepares the way of the Lord in the desert,
rends the rocks, levels the mountains, makes
a people prepared for the Lord.”

1:3

Jesus preached repentance because His hearers knew the Law. Since He was sent to “the

lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24), His ministry was originally confined to Jews.
The Scriptures often use the phrase “to the Jew first.” Romans 3:1,2 tells us that Jews had the ad-
vantage of having the Law of God. They knew what sin was, and therefore understood their need
for repentance. Those without a knowledge of sin (which only the Law can bring—see Romans 7:7)
need to hear the message of the Law before they are able (with God's help) to repent.
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QUESTIONS & OBIJECTIONS

14,5 .
salvation?”

TNAA
While we should preach that all men are commanded to repent ——~——~-.
and be baptized (Acts 2:38), adding any other requirement to salva-
tion by grace becomes “works” in disguise. Even though numerous Scriptures

“Is water baptism essential to
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speak of the importance of water baptism, adding anything to the work of the cross demeans
the sacrifice of the Savior. It implies that His finished work wasn’t enough. But the Bible makes
clear that we are saved by grace, and grace alone (Ephesians 2:8,9). Baptism is simply a step of
obedience to the Lord following our repentance and confession of sin. Our obedience—water
baptism, prayer, good works, fellowship, witnessing, etc.—issues from our faith in Christ.
Salvation is not what we do, but Who we have: “He that has the Son has life” (1 John 5:12).

See Acts 2:38 footnotes.

16 Now as he walked by the sea of Gal-
ilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his broth-
er casting a net into the sea: for they were
fishers.

17 And Jesus said to them, Come after me,
and I will make you to become fishers of
men.

18 And straightway they forsook their
nets, and followed him.

19 And when he had gone a little further
thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee,
and John his brother, who also were in
the ship mending their nets.

20 And straightway he called them: and
they left their father Zebedee in the ship
with the hired servants, and went after
him.

21 And they went into Capernaum; and
straightway on the sabbath day he entered
into the synagogue, and taught.

22 And they were astonished at his doc-
trine: for he taught them as one that had
authority, and not as the scribes.

23 And there was in their synagogue a
man with an unclean spirit; and he cried
out,

24 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to
do with you, you Jesus of Nazareth? are
you come to destroy us? I know you who
you are, the Holy One of God.

25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold
your peace, and come out of him.

26 And when the unclean spirit had torn
him, and cried with a loud voice, he came

out of him.

27 And they were all amazed, insomuch
that they questioned among themselves,
saying, What thing is this? what new doc-
trine is this? for with authority commands
he even the unclean spirits, and they do
obey him.

28 And immediately his fame spread
abroad throughout all the region round
about Galilee.

29 And forthwith, when they were come
out of the synagogue, they entered into the
house of Simon and Andrew, with James
and John.

30 But Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick of
a fever, and anon they tell him of her.

31 And he came and took her by the
hand, and lifted her up; and immediately
the fever left her, and she ministered to
them.

32 And at even, when the sun did set,
they brought to him all that were diseased,
and them that were possessed with devils.
33 And all the city was gathered together
at the door.

34 And he healed many that were sick of
divers diseases, and cast out many devils;
and suffered not the devils to speak, be-
cause they knew him.

35 And in the morning, rising up a great
while before day, he went out, and depart-
ed into a solitary place, and there prayed.
36 And Simon and they that were with
him followed after him.
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1:17

Fellowship. They were surrounded by streams
and lakes full of hungry fish. They met regu-
larly to discuss the call to fish, the abundance
of fish, and the thrill of catching fish. They got
excited about fishing!

Someone suggested that they needed a
philosophy of fishing, so they carefully defined
and redefined fishing, and the purpose of fish-
ing. They developed fishing strategies and tac-
tics. Then they realized that they had been
going at it backwards. They had approached
fishing from the point of view of the fisher-
man, and not from the point of view of the
fish. How do fish view the world? How does
the fisherman appear to the fish? What do
fish eat, and when? These are all good things
to know. So they began research studies, and
attended conferences on fishing. Some trav-
eled to faraway places to study different kinds
of fish with different habits. Some got doctor-
ates in fishology. But no one had yet gone
fishing.

So a committee was formed to send out
fishermen. As prospective fishing places out-
numbered fishermen, the committee needed
to determine priorities. A priority list of fishing
places was posted on bulletin boards in all of
the fellowship halls. But still, no one was fish-
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The Parable of the Fishless Fishermen

ing. A survey was launched to find out why.
Most did not answer the survey, but from
those who did, it was discovered that some
felt called to study fish, a few to furnish fish-
ing equipment, and several to go around en-
couraging the fishermen. What with meet-
ings, conferences, and seminars, they just sim-
ply didnt have time to fish.

Now, Jake was a newcomer to the Fisher-
man’s Fellowship. After one stirring meeting
of the Fellowship, he went fishing and caught
a large fish. At the next meeting, he told his
story and was honored for his catch. He was
told that he had a special “gift of fishing.” He
was then scheduled to speak at all the Fellow-
ship chapters and tell how he did it.

With all the speaking invitations and his
election to the board of directors of the
Fisherman'’s Fellowship, Jake no longer had
time to go fishing. But soon he began to feel
restless and empty. He longed to feel the tug
on the line once again. So he cut the speak-
ing, he resigned from the board, and he said
to a friend, “Let’s go fishing.” They did, just
the two of them, and they caught fish. The
members of the Fisherman’s Fellowship were
many, the fish were plentiful, but the fishers
were few! Anonymous

37 And when they had found him, th make me clean.

said to him, All men seek for you. 41 And Jesus, moved with compassi
38 And he said to them, Let us go i put forth his hand, and touched him, and
the next towns, that I may preach there said to him, I will; be clean.

also: for therefore came I forth. 42 And as soon as he had spoken,

39 And he preached in their synagog
throughout all Galilee, and cast out devils.  and he was cleansed.
40 And there came a leper to him, 43 And he straitly charged him, and for
seeching him, and kneeling down to him,  with sent him away;
and saying to him, If you will, you can 44 And said to him, See you say noth

mediately the leprosy departed from him,

1:35 Prayer—the secret weapon: See Mark 6:46. There are some days in which we think we
are too busy to take time for prayer. But the busier our schedules become, the more we need to
ask God to order our day and invite Him to work through us to accomplish His will. “I have so
much to do [today] that | should spend the first three hours in prayer.” Martin Luther

"I have been driven many times upon my knees by the overwhelming conviction that | had
nowhere else to go. My own wisdom, and that of all about me, seemed insufficient for that day.”
Abraham Lincoln
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to any man: but go your way, show your-
self to the priest, and offer for your cleans-
ing those things which Moses command-
ed, for a testimony to them.

45 But he went out, and began to pub-
lish it much, and to blaze abroad the mat-
ter, insomuch that Jesus could no more
openly enter into the city, but was with-
out in desert places: and they came to him
from every quarter.

CHAPTER 2

ND again he entered into Caper-

naum, after some days; and it was
noised that he was in the house.
2 And straightway many were gathered
together, insomuch that there was no
room to receive them, no, not so much as
about the door: and he preached the word
to them.
3 And they come to him, bringing one
sick of the palsy, which was borne of four.
4 And when they could not come near
to him for the press, they uncovered the
roof where he was: and when they had
broken it up, they let down the bed where-
in the sick of the palsy lay.
5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to
the sick of the palsy, Son, your sins be for-
given you.
6 But there were certain of the scribes
sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts,
7 Why does this man thus speak blas-
phemies? who can forgive sins but God
only?
8 And immediately when Jesus perceived
in his spirit that they so reasoned within
themselves, he said to them, Why reason
these things in your hearts?
9 Whether is it easier to say to the sick
of the palsy, Your sins be forgiven you,
or to say, Arise, and take up your bed, and
walk?
10 But that you may know that the
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Son of man has power on earth to for-
give sins, (he said to the sick of the palsy,)
11 Tsay to you, Arise, and take up your
bed, and go your way into your house.
12 And immediately he arose, took up
the bed, and went forth before them all;
insomuch that they were all amazed, and
glorified God, saying, We never saw it on
this fashion.

13 And he went forth again by the sea
side; and all the multitude resorted to him,
and he taught them.

14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the
son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of
custom, and said to him, Follow me. And
he arose and followed him.

15 And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat
at meat in his house, many publicans
and sinners sat also together with Jesus
and his disciples: for there were many,
and they followed him.

16 And when the scribes and Pharisees
saw him eat with publicans and sinners,
they said to his disciples, How is it that
he eats and drinks with publicans and
sinners?

17 When Jesus heard it, he said to them,
They that are whole have no need of
the physician, but they that are sick: I
came not to call the righteous, but sin-
ners to repentance.

18 And the disciples of John and of the
Pharisees used to fast: and they come and
said to him, Why do the disciples of John
and of the Pharisees fast, but your disci-
ples fast not?

19 And Jesus said to them, Can the chil-
dren of the bridechamber fast, while the
bridegroom is with them? as long as they
have the bridegroom with them, they
cannot fast.

20 But the days will come, when the
bridegroom shall be taken away from
them, and then shall they fast in those

2:2 "In my preaching of the Word, | took special notice of this one thing, namely, that the Lord
did lead me to begin where His Word begins with sinners; that is, to condemn all flesh, and to
open and allege that the curse of God, by the Law, doth belong to and lay hold on all men as they

come into the world, because of sin.” John Bunyan
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days.

21 No man also sews a piece of new cloth
on an old garment: else the new piece that
filled it up takes away from the old, and
the rent is made worse.

22 And no man puts new wine into old
bottles: else the new wine does burst the
bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the
bottles will be marred: but new wine must
be put into new bottles.

23 And it came to pass, that he went
through the corn fields on the sabbath
day; and his disciples began, as they went,
to pluck the ears of corn.

24 And the Pharisees said to him, Behold,
why do they do on the sabbath day that
which is not lawful?

25 And he said to them, Have you never
read what David did, when he had need,
and was an hungered, he, and they that
were with him?

26 How he went into the house of God
in the days of Abiathar the high priest,
and did eat the shewbread, which is not
lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave
also to them which were with him?

27 And he said to them, The sabbath was
made for man, and not man for the sab-
bath:

28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord also
of the sabbath.

CHAPTER 3

ND he entered again into the syna-

gogue; and there was a man there
which had a withered hand.
2 And they watched him, whether he
would heal him on the sabbath day; that
they might accuse him.
3 And he said to the man which had the
withered hand, Stand forth.
4 And he said to them, Is it lawful to do
good on the sabbath days, or to do evil?
to save life, or to kill? But they held their
peace.
5 And when he had looked round about
on them with anger, being grieved for the
hardness of their hearts, he said to the man,
Stretch forth your hand. And he stretched
it out: and his hand was restored whole

Mark 3
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“In every true searcher of Nature there is a
kind of religious reverence, for he finds it
impossible to imagine that he is the first to
have thought out the exceedingly delicate
threads that connect his perceptions.”

Hlerr Erin

as the other.

6 And the Pharisees went forth, and
straightway took counsel with the Hero-
dians against him, how they might de-
stroy him.

7 But Jesus withdrew himself with his
disciples to the sea: and a great multitude
from Galilee followed him, and from Judea,
8 And from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea,
and from beyond Jordan; and they about
Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when
they had heard what great things he did,
came to him.

9 And he spoke to his disciples, that a
small ship should wait on him because
of the multitude, lest they should throng
him.

10 For he had healed many; insomuch
that they pressed upon him for to touch
him, as many as had plagues.

11 And unclean spirits, when they saw
him, fell down before him, and cried, say-
ing, You are the Son of God.

12 And he straitly charged them that they
should not make him known.

13 And he went up into a mountain, and
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called to him whom he would: and they
came to him.

14 And he ordained twelve, that they
should be with him, and that he might
send them forth to preach,

15 And to have power to heal sickness-
es, and to cast out devils:

16 And Simon he surnamed Peter;

17 And James the son of Zebedee, and
John the brother of James; and he sur-
named them Boanerges, which is, The
sons of thunder:

18 And Andrew, and Philip, and Barthol-
omew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and
James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddae-
us, and Simon the Canaanite,

19 And Judas Iscariot, which also be-
trayed him: and they went into an house.
20 And the multitude came together
again, so that they could not so much as
eat bread.

21 And when his friends heard of it, they
went out to lay hold on him: for they said,
He is beside himself.

22 And the scribes which came down
from Jerusalem said, He has Beelzebub,
and by the prince of the devils casts he
out devils.

23 And he called them to him, and said
to them in parables, How can Satan cast
out Satan?

24 And if a kingdom be divided against
itself, that kingdom cannot stand.

25 And if a house be divided against it-
self, that house cannot stand.

26 And if Satan rise up against himself,
and be divided, he cannot stand, but has
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an end.

27 No man can enter into a strong man’s
house, and spoil his goods, except he will
first bind the strong man; and then he will
spoil his house.

28 Verily I say to you, All sins shall be
forgiven to the sons of men, and blasphe-
mies wherewith soever they shall blas-
pheme:

29 But he that shall blaspheme against
the Holy Spirit has never forgiveness, but
is in danger of eternal damnation:

30 Because they said, He has an unclean
spirit.

31 There came then his brethren and his
mother, and, standing without, sent to
him, calling him.

32 And the multitude sat about him, and
they said to him, Behold, your mother and
your brethren without seek for you.

33 And he answered them, saying, Who
is my mother, or my brethren?

34 And he looked round about on them
which sat about him, and said, Behold my
mother and my brethren!

35 For whosoever shall do the will of
God, the same is my brother, and my sis-
ter, and mother.

CHAPTER 4

ND he began again to teach by the

sea side: and there was gathered to
him a great multitude, so that he entered
into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the
whole multitude was by the sea on the
land.
2 And he taught them many things by

3:29 The unpardonable sin. It is often maintained that the “unpardonable sin” is when some-
one "“rejects Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.” However, verse 30 defines exactly what the sin is. The
scribes said that Jesus did His miracles by an “unclean spirit,” attributing the work of the Holy Spirit
to Satan’s power. If sinners do not acknowledge the Holy Spirit's work in their lives as being from

God, they cannot be saved.

It is only by the Holy Spirit that men are convicted of their sin (John 16:8) and can understand
the salvation God offers (1 Corinthians 2:12-14). Those who are “stiffnecked and uncircumcised in
heart and...always resist the Holy Ghost” (Acts 7:51) will therefore die in their sins. Anyone who
rejects the Holy Spirit's convicting influence and does not repent will not be forgiven, “neither in
this world, neither in the world to come” (Matthew 12:32).

3:31-35
11:27,28.

Jesus here affords Mary with no more honor than any believer. See also Luke 8:20,21;
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parables, and said to them in his doctrine,
3 Hearken; Behold, there went out a sow-
er to sow:

4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some
fell by the way side, and the fowls of the
air came and devoured it up.

5 And some fell on stony ground, where
it had not much earth; and immediately
it sprang up, because it had no depth of
earth:

6 But when the sun was up, it was
scorched; and because it had no root, it
withered away.

That is the reason we have so many
“mushroom” converts, because their
stony ground is not plowed up; they
have not got a conviction of the Law;
they are stony-ground hearers.

GEORGE WHITEFIELD

7 And some fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up, and choked it, and it
yielded no fruit.

8 And other fell on good ground, and did
yield fruit that sprang up and increased,
and brought forth, some thirty, and some
sixty, and some an hundred.

9 And he said to them, He that has ears
to hear, let him hear.

10 And when he was alone, they that

Mark 4

were about him with the twelve asked of
him the parable.

11 And he said to them, to you it is giv-
en to know the mystery of the kingdom
of God: but to them that are without, all
these things are done in parables:

12 That seeing they may see, and not
perceive; and hearing they may hear, and
not understand; lest at any time they
should be converted, and their sins should
be forgiven them.

13 And he said to them, Do you not
know this parable? and how then will you
know all parables?

14 The sower sows the word.

15 And these are they by the way side,
where the word is sown; but when they
have heard, Satan comes immediately, and
takes away the word that was sown in
their hearts.

16 And these are they likewise which
are sown on stony ground; who, when
they have heard the word, immediately
receive it with gladness;

17 And have no root in themselves, and
so endure but for a time: afterward, when
affliction or persecution arises for the
word’s sake, immediately they are of-
fended.

18 And these are they which are sown
among thorns; such as hear the word,

19 And the cares of this world, and the

4:13 The key to the parables. The parable of the sower is the key to unlock the mysteries of all
the other parables. If we understand this parable (that when the gospel is preached there are true
and false conversions), then all the parables Jesus told will make sense: the foolish virgins (false) and
the wise virgins (genuine), the good and bad fish, the wheat and tares, etc. See also John 1:13 and
3:16 footnotes.

4:14 Sowing the seed of the gospel. A student at Jacksonville University in Florida was given a
tract. The student crumpled the pamphlet up and tossed it into a trash bin in his dorm. Later, his
dorm mate picked it out of the trash, read it, and was soundly saved. He is now a pastor of a
church in Florida.

“A Christian | met in a home group said his job was raking litter off the Avon River. It was dull,
boring work and he often wondered what life was all about. One day he raked a soggy piece of
paper off the water and decided it was interesting enough to keep, so he carefully placed it in his
bag and took it home. That evening he dried the paper in front of a heater and carefully unfolded
it, then he read it...it was a gospel tract. He became a Christian that evening.” Richard Gunther

“Nothing surpasses a tract for sowing the seed of the Good News.” Billy Graham

See next page for ideas on where to distribute tracts. See also 1 Corinthians 9:22 and Revela-
tion 22:2 footnotes.
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Where to Leave Tracts

o At pay phones

e |n shopping carts J

e In clothes pockets in stores

e In letters to loved ones

o With a generous tip

e On seats in restaurant lobbies

o With fast-food employees, cashiers,
flight attendants, cab drivers, and gas
station workers

In restrooms

At rest areas

On ATM machines and bank counters
In envelopes with bill payments

In elevators

On hotel dressers for the maid

On ice machines

On newspaper racks

In waiting rooms of doctors’ offices and
hospitals

e On seats at airports, subways, and bus
stations

In plane seat pockets

Inside magazines

In cabs

In laundromats

deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of oth-
er things entering in, choke the word, and
it becomes unfruitful.

20 And these are they which are sown
on good ground; such as hear the word,
and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some
thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hun-
dred.

21 And he said to them, Is a candle
brought to be put under a bushel, or un-
der a bed? and not to be set on a candle-
stick?

22 For there is nothing hid, which shall
not be manifested; neither was any thing
kept secret, but that it should come abroad.
23 1If any man have ears to hear, let him
hear.
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24 And he said to them, Take heed what
you hear: with what measure you mete, it
shall be measured to you: and to you that
hear shall more be given.

25 For he that has, to him shall be giv-
en: and he that has not, from him shall
be taken even that which he has.

26 And he said, So is the kingdom of
God, as if a man should cast seed into the
ground;

27 And should sleep, and rise night and
day, and the seed should spring and grow
up, he knows not how.

28 For the earth brings forth fruit of her-
self; first the blade, then the ear, after that
the full corn in the ear.

29 But when the fruit is brought forth,
immediately he puts in the sickle, be-
cause the harvest is come.

30 And he said, Whereunto shall we lik-
en the kingdom of God? or with what
comparison shall we compare it?

31 It is like a grain of mustard seed,
which, when it is sown in the earth, is
less than all the seeds that be in the
earth:

32 But when it is sown, it grows up,
and becomes greater than all herbs, and
shoots out great branches; so that the
fowls of the air may lodge under the
shadow of it.

33 And with many such parables spoke
he the word to them, as they were able
to hear it.

34 But without a parable spoke he not
to them: and when they were alone, he
expounded all things to his disciples.

35 And the same day, when the even
was come, he said to them, Let us pass
over to the other side.

36 And when they had sent away the
multitude, they took him even as he was
in the ship. And there were also with him

4:31 Skeptics claim that this verse is an error: “The mustard seed average size is approximately
1.0 millimeter in diameter. The basil seed average is .5 millimeter, the daisy seed is .4 millimeter, the
lavender seed is .35 millimeter. Obviously these three seeds are smaller than the mustard seed.”
However, the mustard seed in Israel was less than .35 millimeters. We can know this as absolute
fact, because here we have the Maker of the mustard seed telling us so. See John 1:3.
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other little ships.

37 And there arose a great storm of wind,
and the waves beat into the ship, so that
it was now full.

38 And he was in the hinder part of the
ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake
him, and say to him, Master, care not that
we perish?

39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind,
and said to the sea, Peace, be still. And the
wind ceased, and there was a great calm.
40 And he said to them, Why are you so
fearful? how is it that you have no faith?
41 And they feared exceedingly, and said
one to another, What manner of man is
this, that even the wind and the sea obey
him?

For the Holy Spirit’s role in salvation,
see John 16:8-11 footnote.

CHAPTER 5

ND they came over to the other side

of the sea, into the country of the
Gadarenes.
2 And when he was come out of the ship,
immediately there met him out of the
tombs a man with an unclean spirit,
3 Who had his dwelling among the
tombs; and no man could bind him, no,
not with chains:
4 Because that he had been often bound
with fetters and chains, and the chains
had been plucked asunder by him, and
the fetters broken in pieces: neither could
any man tame him.
5 And always, night and day, he was in
the mountains, and in the tombs, crying,
and cutting himself with stones.
6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran
and worshipped him,
7 And cried with a loud voice, and said,
What have I to do with you, Jesus, you
Son of the most high God? I adjure you
by God, that you torment me not.
8 For he said to him, Come out of the
man, you unclean spirit.

Mark 5

9 And he asked him, What is your name?
And he answered, saying, My name is
Legion: for we are many.

10 And he besought him much that he
would not send them away out of the
country.

11 Now there was there near to the
mountains a great herd of swine feeding.
12 And all the devils besought him, say-
ing, Send us into the swine, that we may
enter into them.

13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave.
And the unclean spirits went out, and
entered into the swine: and the herd ran
violently down a steep place into the sea,
(they were about two thousand;) and were
choked in the sea.

14 And they that fed the swine fled, and
told it in the city, and in the country. And
they went out to see what it was that was
done.

15 And they come to Jesus, and see him
that was possessed with the devil, and
had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and
in his right mind: and they were afraid.
16 And they that saw it told them how
it befell to him that was possessed with
the devil, and also concerning the swine.
17 And they began to pray him to depart
out of their coasts.

18 And when he was come into the ship,
he that had been possessed with the devil
prayed him that he might be with him.
19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but
said to him, Go home to your friends, and
tell them how great things the Lord has
done for you, and has had compassion on
you.

20 And he departed, and began to pub-
lish in Decapolis how great things Jesus
had done for him: and all men did marvel.
21 And when Jesus was passed over again
by ship to the other side, much people
gathered to him: and he was near to the
sea.

22 And, behold, there came one of the
rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name;
and when he saw him, he fell at his feet,
23 And besought him greatly, saying,
My little daughter lies at the point of death:
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I pray you, come and lay your hands on
her, that she may be healed; and she shall
live.

24 And Jesus went with him; and much
people followed him, and thronged him.
25 And a certain woman, which had an
issue of blood twelve years,

26 And had suffered many things of
many physicians, and had spent all that
she had, and was nothing bettered, but
rather grew worse,

27 When she had heard of Jesus, came in
the press behind, and touched his garment.
28 For she said, If I may touch but his
clothes, 1 shall be whole.

29 And straightway the fountain of her
blood was dried up; and she felt in her
body that she was healed of that plague.
30 And Jesus, immediately knowing in
himself that virtue had gone out of him,
turned him about in the press, and said,
Who touched my clothes?

31 And his disciples said to him, You see
the multitude thronging you, and you say,
Who touched me?

32 And he looked round about to see her
that had done this thing.

33 But the woman fearing and trembling,
knowing what was done in her, came and
fell down before him, and told him all the
truth.

34 And he said to her, Daughter, your
faith has made you whole; go in peace,
and be whole of your plague.

35 While he yet spoke, there came from
the ruler of the synagogue’s house certain
which said, Your daughter is dead: why
trouble the Master any further?

36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that
was spoken, he said to the ruler of the

6:3
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synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe.
37 And he suffered no man to follow
him, save Peter, and James, and John the
brother of James.

38 And he came to the house of the rul-
er of the synagogue, and saw the tumult,
and them that wept and wailed greatly.
39 And when he was come in, he said
to them, Why make this ado, and weep?
the damsel is not dead, but sleeps.

40 And they laughed him to scorn. But
when he had put them all out, he took
the father and the mother of the damsel,
and them that were with him, and en-
tered in where the damsel was lying.

41 And he took the damsel by the hand,
and said to her, Talitha cumi; which is, be-
ing interpreted, Damsel, I say to you, arise.
42 And straightway the damsel arose, and
walked; for she was of the age of twelve
years. And they were astonished with a
great astonishment.

43 And he charged them straitly that no
man should know it; and commanded
that something should be given her to eat.

CHAPTER 6

ND he went out from thence, and

came into his own country; and his
disciples follow him.
2 And when the sabbath day was come,
he began to teach in the synagogue: and
many hearing him were astonished, say-
ing, From whence has this man these
things? and what wisdom is this which is
given to him, that even such mighty works
are wrought by his hands?
3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of
Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and
of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters

Jesus’ siblings. Jesus had four brothers and at least two sisters. Therefore Mary was no

longer a virgin after she gave birth to Jesus. The Greek word used here is adelphos—brother (not
half-brother). It is also unlikely that these were the cousins of Jesus or Jewish brethren. These chil-
dren were spoken of as being with Mary, without a shadow of a hint that they were not her chil-
dren. The word “mother” is mentioned at the same time (Mark 3:31; Luke 8:19; John 2:12; Acts
1:14). Likewise, Matthew 1:25 does not say that Mary remained a virgin for life, but that she had
no physical union with her husband until Jesus was born.

"By a Carpenter mankind was made, and only by that Carpenter can mankind be remade.”

Deriderius Erasmas
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here with us? And they were offended at
him.

4 But Jesus said to them, A prophet is
not without honor, but in his own coun-
try, and among his own kin, and in his
own house.

5 And he could there do no mighty work,
save that he laid his hands upon a few sick
folk, and healed them.

6 And he marveled because of their unbe-
lief. And he went round about the villages,
teaching.

7 And he called to him the twelve, and
began to send them forth by two and two;
and gave them power over unclean spir-
its;
8 And commanded them that they should
take nothing for their journey, save a staff
only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their
purse:

9 But be shod with sandals; and not put
on two coats.

10 And he said to them, In what place so-
ever you enter into an house, there abide
till you depart from that place.

11 And whosoever shall not receive you,
nor hear you, when you depart thence,
shake off the dust under your feet for a
testimony against them. Verily I say to you,
It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and
Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than
for that city.

12 And they went out, and preached that
men should repent.

13 And they cast out many devils, and
anointed with oil many that were sick,
and healed them.

14 And king Herod heard of him; (for
his name was spread abroad:) and he said,
That John the Baptist was risen from the
dead, and therefore mighty works do show
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forth themselves in him.

15 Others said, That it is Elijah. And oth-
ers said, That it is a prophet, or as one of
the prophets.

16 But when Herod heard thereof, he
said, It is John, whom I beheaded: he is
risen from the dead.

17 For Herod himself had sent forth
and laid hold upon John, and bound him
in prison for Herodias” sake, his brother
Philip’s wife: for he had married her.

18 For John had said to Herod, It is not
lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.

You and | must continue to drive at
men'’s hearts till they are broken. Then
we must keep on preaching Christ cru-
cified until their hearts are bound up.

CHARLES SPURGEON

19 Therefore Herodias had a quarrel
against him, and would have killed him;
but she could not:

20 For Herod feared John, knowing that
he was a just man and an holy, and ob-
served him; and when he heard him, he
did many things, and heard him gladly.
21 And when a convenient day was
come, that Herod on his birthday made a
supper to his lords, high captains, and
chief estates of Galilee;

22 And when the daughter of the said
Herodias came in, and danced, and pleased
Herod and them that sat with him, the
king said to the damsel, Ask of me what-
soever you will, and I will give it you.

23 And he sware to her, Whatsoever you
shall ask of me, T will give it you, to the
half of my kingdom.

6:23 The power of lust. Lust blinds a man to reason (v. 22), leading him to yield up to “half his
kingdom.” He will abandon his wife, his children, his home, and his reputation, and run off with
another woman. Herod feared John the Baptist because he knew that John was a just and holy
man. He even protected him and heard him gladly, yet because of Herod's sinful eye he further vio-
lated the Law of God and had John murdered. Herod feared man more than he feared God (v. 26).

Those who don't fear God will lie to you, steal from you, and even kill you if they think they can
get away with it. In truth, lust doesn't want half of your kingdom, it wants your head on a plate.

See James 1:15.
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24 And she went forth, and said to her
mother, What shall T ask? And she said,
The head of John the Baptist.

25 And she came in straightway with
haste to the king, and asked, saying, I will
that you give me by and by in a charger
the head of John the Baptist.

26 And the king was exceeding sorry;
yet for his oath’s sake, and for their sakes
which sat with him, he would not reject
her.

27 And immediately the king sent an
executioner, and commanded his head to
be brought: and he went and beheaded
him in the prison,

28 And brought his head in a charger,
and gave it to the damsel: and the damsel
gave it to her mother.

29 And when his disciples heard of it,
they came and took up his corpse, and laid
it in a tomb.

30 And the apostles gathered themselves
together to Jesus, and told him all things,
both what they had done, and what they
had taught.

31 And he said to them, Come yourselves
apart into a desert place, and rest a while:
for there were many coming and going,
and they had no leisure so much as to eat.
32 And they departed into a desert place
by ship privately.

33 And the people saw them departing,
and many knew him, and ran afoot there
out of all cities, and outwent them, and
came together to him.

34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw
much people, and was moved with com-
passion toward them, because they were
as sheep not having a shepherd: and he
began to teach them many things.

35 And when the day was now far spent,
his disciples came to him, and said, This
is a desert place, and now the time is far
passed:

36 Send them away, that they may go in-
to the country round about, and into the
villages, and buy themselves bread: for
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they have nothing to eat.

37 He answered and said to them, You
give them to eat. And they said to him,
Shall we go and buy two hundred pen-
nyworth of bread, and give them to eat?
38 He said to them, How many loaves
have you? Go and see. And when they
knew, they said, Five, and two fishes.

39 And he commanded them to make all
sit down by companies upon the green
grass.

40 And they sat down in ranks, by hun-
dreds, and by fifties.

41 And when he had taken the five loaves
and the two fishes, he looked up to heav-
en, and blessed, and broke the loaves,
and gave them to his disciples to set be-
fore them; and the two fishes divided he
among them all.

42 And they did all eat, and were filled.
43 And they took up twelve baskets full
of the fragments, and of the fishes.

44 And they that did eat of the loaves
were about five thousand men.

45 And straightway he constrained his
disciples to get into the ship, and to go to
the other side before to Bethsaida, while
he sent away the people.

46 And when he had sent them away,
he departed into a mountain to pray.

47 And when even was come, the ship
was in the midst of the sea, and he alone
on the land.

48 And he saw them toiling in rowing;
for the wind was contrary to them: and
about the fourth watch of the night he
came to them, walking upon the sea, and
would have passed by them.

49 But when they saw him walking up-
on the sea, they supposed it had been a
spirit, and cried out:

50 For they all saw him, and were trou-
bled. And immediately he talked with
them, and said to them, Be of good cheer:
it is I; be not afraid.

51 And he went up to them into the
ship; and the wind ceased: and they were

6:46 Prayer—the secret weapon: See Luke 5:16.
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sore amazed in themselves beyond mea-
sure, and wondered.

52 For they considered not the miracle of
the loaves: for their heart was hardened.
53 And when they had passed over, they
came into the land of Gennesaret, and
drew to the shore.

54 And when they were come out of the
ship, straightway they knew him,

55 And ran through that whole region
round about, and began to carry about in
beds those that were sick, where they
heard he was.

56 And wherever he entered, into vil-
lages, or cities, or country, they laid the
sick in the streets, and besought him that
they might touch if it were but the border
of his garment: and as many as touched
him were made whole.

CHAPTER 7

HEN came together to him the Phar-

isees, and certain of the scribes, which
came from Jerusalem.
2 And when they saw some of his disci-
ples eat bread with defiled, that is to say,
with unwashed, hands, they found fault.
3 For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, ex-
cept they wash their hands oft, eat not,
holding the tradition of the elders.
4 And when they come from the market,
except they wash, they eat not. And many
other things there be, which they have
received to hold, as the washing of cups,
and pots, brazen vessels, and of tables.
5 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked
him, Why walk not your disciples ac-
cording to the tradition of the elders, but
eat bread with unwashed hands?
6 He answered and said to them, Well
has Isaiah prophesied of you hypocrites,
as it is written, This people honors me
with their lips, but their heart is far from
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me.
7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me,
teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men.

8 For laying aside the commandment of
God, you hold the tradition of men, as
the washing of pots and cups: and many
other such like things you do.

9 And he said to them, Full well you re-
ject the commandment of God, that you
may keep your own tradition.

10 For Moses said, Honor your father
and your mother; and, Whoso curses fa-
ther or mother, let him die the death:

11 But you say, If a man shall say to his
father or mother, It is Corban, that is to
say, a gift, by whatsoever you might be
profited by me; he shall be free.

12 And you suffer him no more to do
anything for his father or his mother;

13 Making the word of God of none ef-
fect through your tradition, which you
have delivered: and many such like things
do you.

14 And when he had called all the peo-
ple to him, he said to them, Hearken to
me every one of you, and understand:

15 There is nothing from without a man,
that entering into him can defile him: but
the things which come out of him, those
are they that defile the man.

16 1If any man have ears to hear, let him
hear.

17 And when he was entered into the
house from the people, his disciples asked
him concerning the parable.

18 And he said to them, Are you so with-
out understanding also? Do you not per-
ceive, that whatsoever thing from with-
out enters into the man, it cannot defile
him;

19 Because it enters not into his heart,
but into the belly, and goes out into the

7:5-13 The Bible says that the Messiah would magnify the Law and make it honorable (Isaiah
42:21). Jesus did this many times, particularly in the Sermon on the Mount. The Pharisees had dis-
honored the Law by merely giving God lip service. They made the Commandment void through
their tradition, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. The Savior brought honor back
to the Law by teaching that the Law was spiritual by nature, and that outward observance was not
enough. God required truth in the inward parts (the thought-life, intent, and motives).
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THE FUNCTION OF THE LAW

“Now, if you have your hearts
broken up by the Law, you will
find the heart is more deceitful
than the devil. | can say this myself, | am very
much afraid of mine, it is so bad. The heart is
like a dark cellar, full of lizards, cockroaches,
beetles, and all kinds of reptiles and insects,
which in the dark we see not, but the Law
takes down the shutters and lets in the light,
and so we see the evil. Thus sin becoming
apparent by the Law, it is written the Law
makes the offense to abound.” Charles
Spurgeon

7:21

draught, purging all meats?

20 And he said, That which comes out
of the man, that defiles the man.

21 For from within, out of the heart of
men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries,
fornications, murders,

22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness,
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blas-
phemy, pride, foolishness:

23 All these evil things come from
within, and defile the man.

24 And from thence he arose, and went
into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and
entered into an house, and would have
no man know it: but he could not be
hid.

25 For a certain woman, whose young
daughter had an unclean spirit, heard of
him, and came and fell at his feet:

26 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophe-
nician by nation; and she besought him
that he would cast forth the devil out of
her daughter.

27 But Jesus said to her, Let the children
first be filled: for it is not meet to take the
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children’s bread, and to cast it to the dogs.
28 And she answered and said to him,
Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table
eat of the children’s crumbs.

29 And he said to her, For this saying go
your way; the devil is gone out of your
daughter.

30 And when she was come to her house,
she found the devil gone out, and her
daughter laid upon the bed.

31 And again, departing from the coasts
of Tyre and Sidon, he came to the sea of
Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of
Decapolis.

32 And they bring to him one that was
deaf, and had an impediment in his speech;
and they beseech him to put his hand
upon him.

33 And he took him aside from the
multitude, and put his fingers into his
ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue;
34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed,
and said to him, Ephphatha, that is, Be
opened.

35 And straightway his ears were opened,
and the string of his tongue was loosed,
and he spoke plain.

36 And he charged them that they should
tell no man: but the more he charged
them, so much the more a great deal they
published it;

37 And were beyond measure aston-
ished, saying, He has done all things well:
he makes both the deaf to hear, and the
dumb to speak.

CHAPTER 8
N those days the multitude being very
great, and having nothing to eat, Jesus
called his disciples to him, and said to

7:20-23 Man's heart is sinful. Jeremiah 17:9 affirms the condition of man’s heart: “The heart is
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” Verse 10 then warns us that
God not only knows the secret things of the heart but will reward us accordingly: “I the Lord search
the heart, | try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of

his doings.” See Mark 12:29-31 footnote.

7:21,22 Notice that what defiles a man is directly referenced to the Moral Law (the Ten
Commandments): adulteries (Seventh), fornications (Seventh), murders (Sixth), thefts (Eighth), cov-
etousness (Tenth), blasphemy (Third). Sin is transgression of the Law (1 John 3:4).
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them,

2 T have compassion on the multitude,
because they have now been with me
three days, and have nothing to eat:

3 And if T send them away fasting to
their own houses, they will faint by the
way: for divers of them came from far.

4 And his disciples answered him, From
whence can a man satisfy these men with
bread here in the wilderness?

5 And he asked them, How many loaves
have you? And they said, Seven.

6 And he commanded the people to sit
down on the ground: and he took the sev-
en loaves, and gave thanks, and broke,
and gave to his disciples to set before
them; and they did set them before the
people.

7 And they had a few small fishes: and
he blessed, and commanded to set them
also before them.

8 So they did eat, and were filled: and
they took up of the broken meat that was
left seven baskets.

9 And they that had eaten were about
four thousand: and he sent them away.
10 And straightway he entered into a
ship with his disciples, and came into the
parts of Dalmanutha.

11 And the Pharisees came forth, and be-
gan to question with him, seeking of him
a sign from heaven, tempting him.

12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit,
and said, Why does this generation seek
after a sign? verily I say to you, There
shall no sign be given to this generation.
13 And he left them, and entering into
the ship again departed to the other side.
14 Now the disciples had forgotten to
take bread, neither had they in the ship
with them more than one loaf.

15 And he charged them, saying, Take
heed, beware of the leaven of the Phari-
sees, and of the leaven of Herod.

16 And they reasoned among themselves,
saying, It is because we have no bread.
17 And when Jesus knew it, he said to
them, Why do you reason, because you
have no bread? Do you not yet perceive,
neither understand? have you your heart
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yet hardened?

18 Having eyes, do you not see? and hav-
ing ears, do you not hear? and do you not
remember?

19 When I broke the five loaves among
five thousand, how many baskets full of
fragments did you take up? They said to
him, Twelve.

20 And when the seven among four
thousand, how many baskets full of frag-
ments did you take up? And they said,
Seven.

21 And he said to them, How is it that
you do not understand?

As the fisherman longs to take the fish
in his net, as the hunter pants to bear
home his spoil, as the mother pines to
clasp her lost child to her bosom, so do
we faint for the salvation of souls.

CHARLES SPURGEON

22 And he came to Bethsaida; and they
brought a blind man to him, and be-
sought him to touch him.

23 And he took the blind man by the
hand, and led him out of the town; and
when he had spit on his eyes, and put
his hands upon him, he asked him if he
saw anything.

24 And he looked up, and said, I see men
as trees, walking.

25 After that he put his hands again up-
on his eyes, and made him look up: and he
was restored, and saw every man clearly.
26 And he sent him away to his house,
saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell
it to any in the town.

27 And Jesus went out, and his disci-
ples, into the towns of Caesarea Philippi:
and by the way he asked his disciples,
saying to them, Whom do men say that I
am?

28 And they answered, John the Baptist:
but some say, Elijah; and others, One of
the prophets.

29 And he said to them, But whom do
you say that I am? And Peter answered
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and said to him, You are the Christ.

30 And he charged them that they should
tell no man of him.

31 And he began to teach them, that the
Son of man must suffer many things, and
be rejected of the elders, and of the chief
priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again.

32 And he spoke that saying openly.
And Peter took him, and began to rebuke
him.

33 But when he had turned about and
looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter,
saying, Get behind me, Satan: for you sa-
vour not the things that be of God, but
the things that be of men.

34 And when he had called the people
to him with his disciples also, he said to
them, Whosoever will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me.

For the biblical way to confront sinners,
see Psalm 41:4 footnote.

35 For whosoever will save his life
shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose
his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the
same shall save it.

36 For what shall it profit a man, if
he shall gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul?

37 Or what shall a man give in ex-
change for his soul?

38 Whosoever therefore shall be
ashamed of me and of my words in this

8:33
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adulterous and sinful generation; of him
also shall the Son of man be ashamed,
when he comes in the glory of his Fa-
ther with the holy angels.

CHAPTER 9

ND he said to them, Verily I say to

you, That there be some of them
that stand here, which shall not taste of
death, till they have seen the kingdom of
God come with power.
2 And after six days Jesus took with him
Peter, and James, and John, and led them
up into an high mountain apart by them-
selves: and he was transfigured before
them.
3 And his raiment became shining, ex-
ceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on
earth can white them.
4 And there appeared to them Elijah with
Moses: and they were talking with Jesus.
5 And Peter answered and said to Jesus,
Master, it is good for us to be here: and
let us make three tabernacles; one for you,
and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.
6 For he knew not what to say; for they
were sore afraid.
7 And there was a cloud that overshad-
owed them: and a voice came out of the
cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son:
hear him.
8 And suddenly, when they had looked
round about, they saw no man any more,
save Jesus only with themselves.
9 And as they came down from the
mountain, he charged them that they
should tell no man what things they had
seen, till the Son of man were risen from

the dead.

If you are going to do anything for the kingdom of God, be ready for unexpected discour-

agement. This may come through a Christian brother or sister—the place least expected. Satan
spoke directly through Peter in an attempt to stop Jesus from doing the will of the Father. It was
David's elder brother who tried to discourage him from slaying Goliath. See 1 Samuel 17:28.

8:38 Here's an effective way to unashamedly share your faith and show that you care about
strangers: When you're eating in a restaurant, tell the waiter, “We're going to be asking the bless-
ing for our food in a minute, and wanted to know if there’s anything you'd like us to pray for?”

8:38 Second coming of Jesus: See Luke 12:40.

9:4 See Luke 9:30 footnote.
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10 And they kept that saying with them-
selves, questioning one with another what
the rising from the dead should mean.

11 And they asked him, saying, Why say
the scribes that Elijah must first come?
12 And he answered and told them, Eli-
jah verily comes first, and restores all
things; and how it is written of the Son
of man, that he must suffer many things,
and be set at nought.

13 But I say to you, That Elijah is indeed
come, and they have done to him what-
soever they listed, as it is written of him.
14 And when he came to his disciples,
he saw a great multitude about them,
and the scribes questioning with them.
15 And straightway all the people, when
they beheld him, were greatly amazed,
and running to him saluted him.

16 And he asked the scribes, What do
you question with them?

17 And one of the multitude answered
and said, Master, I have brought to you
my son, which has a dumb spirit;

18 And wherever he takes him, he tears
him: and he foams, and gnashes with his
teeth, and pines away: and I spoke to
your disciples that they should cast him
out; and they could not.

19 He answered him, and said, O faith-
less generation, how long shall 1 be with
you? how long shall T suffer you? bring
him to me.

20 And they brought him to him: and
when he saw him, straightway the spirit
tare him; and he fell on the ground, and
wallowed foaming.

21 And he asked his father, How long is
it ago since this came to him? And he
said, Of a child.

22 And often it has cast him into the
fire, and into the waters, to destroy him:
but if you can do any thing, have com-
passion on us, and help us.

23 Jesus said to him, If you can believe,
all things are possible to him that be-
lieves.

24 And straightway the father of the child
cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I be-
lieve; help mine unbelief.

Mark 9
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“Most people are bothered by those pas-
sages of Scriptures they don’t understand,
but for me | have always noticed that the
passages that bother me are those | do
understand.”

Ptok T nin

25 When Jesus saw that the people came
running together, he rebuked the foul
spirit, saying to him, You dumb and deaf
spirit, I charge you, come out of him, and
enter no more into him.

26 And the spirit cried, and rent him
sore, and came out of him: and he was as
one dead; insomuch that many said, He
is dead.

27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and
lifted him up; and he arose.

28 And when he was come into the
house, his disciples asked him privately,
Why could not we cast him out?

29 And he said to them, This kind can
come forth by nothing, but by prayer and
fasting.

30 And they departed thence, and passed
through Galilee; and he would not that
any man should know it.

31 For he taught his disciples, and said
to them, The Son of man is delivered in-
to the hands of men, and they shall kill
him; and after that he is killed, he shall
rise the third day.

32 But they understood not that saying,
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QUESTIONS & OBIJECTIONS

“Hell isn’t a place. This life is hell.”
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9:47

Skeptics who say this are trying to dismiss the reality of hell. They might like to think that life as
we know it couldn’t get any worse, but the sufferings in this life will be heaven compared to the
suffering in the next life—for those who die in their sins. This life is the closest thing to hell that

Christians will ever know, and the closest thing to heaven that sinners will ever know.
For a biblical description of hell, see Revelation 1:18 footnote.

and were afraid to ask him.

33 And he came to Capernaum: and
being in the house he asked them, What
was it that you disputed among your-
selves by the way?

34 But they held their peace: for by the
way they had disputed among them-
selves, who should be the greatest.

35 And he sat down, and called the
twelve, and said to them, If any man de-
sire to be first, the same shall be last of
all, and servant of all.

36 And he took a child, and set him in
the midst of them: and when he had
taken him in his arms, he said to them,
37 Whosoever shall receive one of such
children in my name, receives me: and
whosoever shall receive me, receives not
me, but him that sent me.

38 And John answered him, saying, Mas-
ter, we saw one casting out devils in your
name, and he followed not us: and we
forbad him, because he followed not us.
39 But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for
there is no man which shall do a miracle
in my name, that can lightly speak evil of
me.

40 For he that is not against us is on our
part.

41 For whosoever shall give you a cup
of water to drink in my name, because you

9:34,35
termined by service.” Martin Luther King, Jr.

belong to Christ, verily T say to you, he
shall not lose his reward.

42 And whosoever shall offend one of
these little ones that believe in me, it is
better for him that a millstone were hanged
about his neck, and he were cast into the
sea.

43 And if your hand offends you, cut
it off: it is better for you to enter into
life maimed, than having two hands to
go into hell, into the fire that never
shall be quenched:

44 Where their worm dies not, and
the fire is not quenched.

45 And if your foot offends you, cut
it off: it is better for you to enter halt
into life, than having two feet to be cast
into hell, into the fire that never shall
be quenched:

46 Where their worm dies not, and the
fire is not quenched.

47 And if your eye offends you, pluck
it out: it is better for you to enter into
the kingdom of God with one eye, than
having two eyes to be cast into hell fire:
48 Where their worm dies not, and the
fire is not quenched.

49 For every one shall be salted with fire,
and every sacrifice shall be salted with
salt.

50 Salt is good: but if the salt has lost

“Not everybody could be famous, but everybody can be great because greatness is de-

9:43-48 Hell: For verses warning of its reality, see Luke 16:23.

“There is a dreadful hell, and everlasting pains; where sinners must with devils dwell, in darkness,

fire, and chains.” lsaac Watts
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his saltiness, wherewith will you season
it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace
one with another.

CHAPTER 10

ND he arose from thence, and came

into the coasts of Judea by the farther
side of Jordan: and the people resort to
him again; and, as he was wont, he taught
them again.
2 And the Pharisees came to him, and
asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put
away his wife? tempting him.
3 And he answered and said to them,
What did Moses command you?
4 And they said, Moses suffered to write
a bill of divorcement, and to put her away.
5 And Jesus answered and said to them,
For the hardness of your heart he wrote
you this precept.
6 But from the beginning of the creation
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God made them male and female.

7 For this cause shall a man leave his fa-
ther and mother, and cleave to his wife;
8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so
then they are no more twain, but one flesh.
9 What therefore God has joined to-
gether, let not man put asunder.

10 And in the house his disciples asked
him again of the same matter.

11 And he said to them, Whosoever shall
put away his wife, and marry another,
commiits adultery against her.

12 And if a woman shall put away her
husband, and be married to another, she
commiits adultery.

13 And they brought young children to
him, that he should touch them: and his
disciples rebuked those that brought them.
14 But when Jesus saw it, he was much
displeased, and said to them, Suffer the
little children to come to me, and forbid

9:50 Salty Christians. “Salvation is a radical thing. It is a call to all that Christ has demanded us
to do. Real Christianity will make a salty difference, in our family, in our waking up, in our work, in
our relationships, in the way we spend our money, and in the way we spend our leisure time. Real
Christianity is not casual. It is dynamic. It goes beyond mere intellectual assent to correct doctrine.

“Real Christians who want to know real Christianity, who are not content with games and
masks and only images of the truth, must rise from our comfortable pews and leave our ‘one-stop
Christian service centers’ and go out into the world and make a salty difference!” Guy Rice Doud,
Joy in the Journey

10:6 God made them male and female. If every creature “evolved” with no Creator, there are
numerous problems. Take for instance the first bird. Was it male or female? How did it produce off-
spring without a mate? If a female evolved, why did it evolve with differing reproductive organs?
Did it evolve by chance, or did it evolve because it knew that it was needed by the male of the
species? How did it know what needed to be evolved if its brain hadn't yet evolved? Did the bird
breathe? Did it breathe before it evolved lungs? How did it do this? Why did it evolve lungs if it was
happily surviving without them? Did the bird have a mouth? How did it eat before it had evolved a
mouth? Where did the mouth send the food before a stomach evolved? How did the bird have en-
ergy if it didn’t eat (because it didn't yet have a mouth)? How did the bird see what there was to
eat before its eyes evolved? Evolution is intellectual suicide. It is an embarrassment. (See Romans
1:21,22))

“Evolution is a fairy tale for grown-ups. This theory has helped nothing in the progress of science. It
is useless.” Professor Louis Bounoure, Director of Research, National Center of Scientific Research

“Scientists who go about teaching that evolution is a fact of life are great con-men, and the story
they are telling may be the greatest hoax ever. In explaining evolution, we do not have one iota of
fact.” Dr. T. N. Tahmisian, Atomic Energy Commission

10:6-9 By quoting from both chapters 1 and 2 of Genesis, Jesus shows that these chapters are
not contradictory, as some claim. Chapter 2 merely gives the details of chapter 1. A sports com-
mentator is not in error when (after a game) he gives in-depth analysis and fails to repeat every de-
tail in chronological order. He is merely reviewing the completed game by mentioning the highlights.
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10:18  “I'm as good as any Christian

A Christian, by himself, isn't good. Jesus said that only God is
good. The only “goodness,” or righteousness, that the believer
has comes from Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21; Philippians 3:9). The

240

”7

Bible tells us that, without Christ, man is corrupt and filthy;
“there is none that does good, no, not one” (Psalm 14:3). See also Romans 3:9 footnote.

them not: for of such is the kingdom of
God.

15 Verily I say to you, Whosoever shall
not receive the kingdom of God as a lit-
tle child, he shall not enter therein.

16 And he took them up in his arms,
put his hands upon them, and blessed
them.

17 And when he was gone forth into
the way, there came one running, and
kneeled to him, and asked him, Good
Master, what shall T do that I may inherit
eternal life?

USING THE LAW IN EVANGELISM

This man came running and fell
to his knees before Jesus. His
earnest and humble heart would
seem to make him a prime candidate as a
potential convert. Yet, instead of giving him
the message of God's grace, Jesus used the
Law to expose the man’s hidden sin. This
man was a transgressor of the First of the
Ten Commandments. His money was his god,
and one cannot serve God and mammon.
Verse 21 reveals that it was love that moti-
vated the Savior to speak in this way to this
rich young man. Love will be concerned with
the desire for a genuine conversion, rather
than a sense of accomplishment in leading
someone in a sinner’s prayer whose heart
isn't right with God. (See also Matthew
19:17-22.)

10:17

10:21
Martin Luther King, Jr.

18 And Jesus said to him, Why do you
call me good? there is none good but
one, that is, God.

19 You know the commandments, Do
not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not
steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud
not, Honor your father and mother.

20 And he answered and said to him,
Master, all these have I observed from
my youth.

21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him,
and said to him, One thing you lack: go
your way, sell whatsoever you have, and
give to the poor, and you shall have trea-
sure in heaven: and come, take up the
cross, and follow me.

22 And he was sad at that saying, and
went away grieved: for he had great pos-
sessions.

23 And Jesus looked round about, and
said to his disciples, How hardly shall they
that have riches enter into the kingdom
of God!

24 And the disciples were astonished at
his words. But Jesus answered again, and
said to them, Children, how hard is it for
them that trust in riches to enter into the
kingdom of God!

25 Itis easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man
to enter into the kingdom of God.

26 And they were astonished out of
measure, saying among themselves, Who

" Christianity has always insisted that the cross we bear precedes the crown we wear.”

“No pain, no palm; no thorns, no throne; no gall, no glory; no cross, no crown...” William Penn
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then can be saved?

27 And Jesus looking upon them said,
With men it is impossible, but not with
God: for with God all things are possible.
28 Then Peter began to say to him, Lo,
we have left all, and have followed you.
29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily
[ say to you, There is no man that has left
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for
my sake, and the gospel’s,

30 But he shall receive an hundredfold
now in this time, houses, and brethren,
and sisters, and mothers, and children,
and lands, with persecutions; and in the
world to come eternal life.

The diver plunges deep to find pearls,
and we must accept any labor or haz-
ard to win a soul.

CHARLES SPURGEON

31 But many that are first shall be last;
and the last first.

32 And they were in the way going up
to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them:
and they were amazed; and as they fol-
lowed, they were afraid. And he took again
the twelve, and began to tell them what
things should happen to him,

33 Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusa-
lem; and the Son of man shall be deliv-
ered to the chief priests, and to the scribes;
and they shall condemn him to death,
and shall deliver him to the Gentiles:

34 And they shall mock him, and shall
scourge him, and shall spit upon him,
and shall kill him: and the third day he
shall rise again.

35 And James and John, the sons of Ze-
bedee, come to him, saying, Master, we
would that you should do for us whatso-
ever we shall desire.

36 And he said to them, What would
you that I should do for you?
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37 They said to him, Grant to us that we
may sit, one on your right hand, and the
other on your left hand, in your glory.
38 But Jesus said to them, You know
not what you ask: can you drink of the
cup that I drink of? and be baptized with
the baptism that I am baptized with?

39 And they said to him, We can. And
Jesus said to them, You shall indeed drink
of the cup that I drink of; and with the
baptism that I am baptized withal shall you
be baptized:

40 But to sit on my right hand and on my
left hand is not mine to give; but it shall
be given to them for whom it is prepared.
41 And when the ten heard it, they be-
gan to be much displeased with James
and John.

42 But Jesus called them to him, and
said to them, You know that they which
are accounted to rule over the Gentiles
exercise lordship over them; and their
great ones exercise authority upon them.
43 But so shall it not be among you:
but whosoever will be great among you,
shall be your minister:

44 And whosoever of you will be the
chiefest, shall be servant of all.

45 For even the Son of man came not to
be ministered unto, but to minister, and
to give his life a ransom for many.

46 And they came to Jericho: and as he
went out of Jericho with his disciples and
a great number of people, blind Bartimae-
us, the son of Timaeus, sat by the high-
way side begging.

47 And when he heard that it was Jesus
of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say,
Jesus, you Son of David, have mercy on
me.

48 And many charged him that he should
hold his peace: but he cried the more a
great deal, You Son of David, have mercy
on me.

49 And Jesus stood still, and command-
ed him to be called. And they called the

10:44 “A Christian man is the most free lord of all, subject to no one. A Christian man is the duti-
ful servant of all, subject to everyone.” Martin Luther
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" dleared the temple.”

The temple of God was filled with the day’s equivalent of
money-grabbing televangelists. Jesus called it a “den of thieves”
(v. 17), because the moneychangers were not interested in God
but in taking financial advantage of those who came to worship.

Anger at hypocrisy isn't a sin—it's a virtue.

blind man, saying to him, Be of good
comfort, rise; he calls you.

50 And he, casting away his garment,
rose, and came to Jesus.

51 And Jesus answered and said to him,
What will you that T should do to you?
The blind man said to him, Lord, that I
might receive my sight.

52 And Jesus said to him, Go your way;
your faith has made you whole. And im-
mediately he received his sight, and fol-
lowed Jesus in the way.

CHAPTER 11

ND when they came near to Jerusa-

lem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at
the mount of Olives, he sent forth two of
his disciples,
2 And said to them, Go your way into
the village over against you: and as soon
as you enter into it, you shall find a colt
tied, whereon never a man sat; loose him,
and bring him.
3 And if any man say to you, Why are
you doing this? say that the Lord has need
of him; and straightway he will send him
here.
4 And they went their way, and found
the colt tied by the door without in a place
where two ways met; and they loosened
him.
5 And certain of them that stood there
said to them, What are you doing, loos-
ing the colt?
6 And they said to them even as Jesus
had commanded: and they let them go.
7 And they brought the colt to Jesus,
and cast their garments on him; and he
sat upon him.
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“Jesus wasn'’t sinless—He became angry when He

8 And many spread their garments in
the way: and others cut down branches off
the trees, and strawed them in the way.

9 And they that went before, and they
that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna;
Blessed is he that comes in the name of
the Lord:

10 Blessed be the kingdom of our father
David, that comes in the name of the
Lord: Hosanna in the highest.

11 And Jesus entered into Jerusalem,
and into the temple: and when he had
looked round about upon all things, and
now the eventide was come, he went out
to Bethany with the twelve.

12 And on the morrow, when they were
come from Bethany, he was hungry:

13 And seeing a fig tree afar off having
leaves, he came, if haply he might find any
thing thereon: and when he came to it,
he found nothing but leaves; for the time
of figs was not yet.

14 And Jesus answered and said to it,
No man eat fruit of you hereafter for ever.
And his disciples heard it.

15 And they come to Jerusalem: and
Jesus went into the temple, and began to
cast out them that sold and bought in the
temple, and overthrew the tables of the
moneychangers, and the seats of them
that sold doves;

16 And would not suffer that any man
should carry any vessel through the tem-
ple.

17 And he taught, saying to them, Is it
not written, My house shall be called of
all nations the house of prayer? but you
have made it a den of thieves.

18 And the scribes and chief priests heard
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it, and sought how they might destroy
him: for they feared him, because all the
people were astonished at his doctrine.
19 And when even was come, he went
out of the city.

20 And in the morning, as they passed
by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the
ToOts.

21 And Peter calling to remembrance
said to him, Master, behold, the fig tree
which you cursed is withered away.

22 And Jesus answering said to them,
Have faith in God.

23 For verily I say to you, That whoso-
ever shall say to this mountain, Be re-
moved, and be cast into the sea; and shall
not doubt in his heart, but shall believe
that those things which he said shall come
to pass; he shall have whatsoever he says.
24 Therefore 1 say to you, What things
soever you desire, when you pray, be-
lieve that you receive them, and you shall
have them.

25 And when you stand praying, forgive,
if you have anything against any: that your
Father also which is in heaven may for-
give you your trespasses.

26 But if you do not forgive, neither will
your Father which is in heaven forgive
your trespasses.

27 And they came again to Jerusalem:
and as he was walking in the temple, there
came to him the chief priests, and the
scribes, and the elders,

28 And said to him, By what authority
do you these things? and who gave you
this authority to do these things?

29 And Jesus answered and said to them,
I will also ask of you one question, and
answer me, and I will tell you by what
authority I do these things.

30 The baptism of John, was it from
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heaven, or of men? answer me.

31 And they reasoned with themselves,
saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he
will say, Why then did you not believe
him?

32 But if we shall say, Of men; they
feared the people: for all men counted
John, that he was a prophet indeed.

33 And they answered and said to Jesus,
We cannot tell. And Jesus answering said
to them, Neither do I tell you by what au-
thority I do these things.

CHAPTER 12

ND he began to speak to them by

parables. A certain man planted a
vineyard, and set an hedge about it, and
dug a place for the winefat, and built a
tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and
went into a far country.
2 And at the season he sent to the hus-
bandmen a servant, that he might receive
from the husbandmen of the fruit of the
vineyard.
3 And they caught him, and beat him,
and sent him away empty.
4 And again he sent to them another ser-
vant; and at him they cast stones, and
wounded him in the head, and sent him
away shamefully handled.
5 And again he sent another; and him
they killed, and many others; beating
some, and killing some.
6 Having yet therefore one son, his well-
beloved, he sent him also last to them,
saying, They will reverence my son.
7 But those husbandmen said among
themselves, This is the heir; come, let us
kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours.
8 And they took him, and killed him,
and cast him out of the vineyard.
9 What shall therefore the lord of the

11:22 Faith in God. It's amazing how many people find it difficult to have faith in a perfect God,
but they trust their lives without question to fallible men—the eighth leading cause of death in the
U.S. is ‘medical mistakes'” (ABC News, November 30, 1999).

11:23 Prayer—the secret weapon: This is an open invitation for Christians to beseech God for
genuine revival. We should never be satisfied until every living human being is safe in Christ: “Show
me a thoroughly satisfied man and | will show you a failure.” Thomas Edison
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1125 How to Witness to Mormons

There are at least two approaches to use in
witnessing to Mormons. We can either debate
the doctrines of Mormonism (baptism for the
dead, “burning” in the bosom, Joseph Smith
as a prophet of God, the validity of the Book
of Mormon, the Trinity, “God was once a
man,” “protective” underwear, etc.), or we
can present the gospel biblically. One creates
an atmosphere of contention and often leaves
the Christian feeling frustrated, while the oth-
er creates an atmosphere of concern for the
eternal welfare of the Mormon. Our goal
should be to win a soul to Christ rather than
merely win a doctrinal argument.

One point of frustration for the Christian is
that Mormons often agree when they hear
words such as “salvation,” or Jesus as “Sa-
vior.” The problem is that their understanding
of the words differs from the biblical revela-
tion of the words. “Salvation” for a Mormon
can mean the salvation of all humanity—when
the “Savior” will eventually raise everyone
from the dead.

Rather than speak of “going to heaven,”
the Christian should ask what the Mormon
has to do to be at peace with the “heavenly
Father.” This is language they can understand,
and will reveal the basis for their salvation. Are
they trusting in self-righteousness, or solely in
the righteousness of Christ?

Mark J. Cares writes: “Although Mormons
commonly appear self-assured and self-right-
eous, many are undergoing great stress. This
is because Mormonism holds up perfection as
an attainable goal. The one Bible passage the
Mormon church constantly holds up before its
membership is Matthew 5:48: ‘Be ye there-
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.” They then expound on it
with numerous exhortations to strive for per-
fection. Spencer W. Kimball, for example,
wrote: ‘Being perfect means to triumph over
sin. This is a mandate from the Lord. He is just
and wise and kind. He would never require
anything from his children which was not for
their benefit and which was not attainable.
Perfection therefore is an achievable goal’ (Life
and Teachings of Jesus and His Apostles,
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints).

“This emphasis on perfection permeates

every aspect of a Mormon'’s life. Its most com-
mon form is the unending demand on them
to be ‘worthy." Every privilege in Mormonism
is conditioned on a person’s worthiness. Kim-
ball wrote: "All blessings are conditional. |
know of none that are not’ (Remember Me,
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints).

“Christians need to recognize that this
constant striving for perfection—and the re-
sultant stress it produces—offers an excellent
opening to talk to Mormons about Jesus and
the imputed perfection we receive through
Him.

“Reinforce their predicament. Average
hard-working Mormons view this striving for
perfection as a heavy but manageable burden.
They can cultivate illusions of perfection be-
cause the Mormon church has greatly wa-
tered down the concept of sin. Consequently,
the Christian witness needs to show Mormons
both the severity of their predicament and the
impossibility of their becoming perfect. In
other words, they need to have a face-to-face
confrontation with the stern message of God's
Law, because ‘through the Law we become
conscious of sin’ (Romans 3:21).

“The Law must first convince Mormons of
the severity of their predicament. The best
way to accomplish this is to tell them, lovingly
but firmly, that they are going to ‘outer dark-
ness.’ (Outer darkness is the closest concept in
Mormonism to an eternal hell.) Most Mor-
mons have never been told this, nor have they
ever considered that possibility for themselves,
since Mormonism teaches that nearly every-
one will enter one of Mormonism'’s three king-
doms of heaven. Therefore, until you intro-
duce the thought of eternal suffering, they will
not feel any real urgency to take your witness
to heart. On the contrary, most, if they are
willing to talk at all, will view any religious
conversation as nothing more than an inter-
esting intellectual discussion.

“Christians often hesitate to be this blunt.
They feel that if anything will turn Mormons
off, telling them that they are going to outer
darkness surely will. | shared that fear when |
began using this approach. To my amaze-
ment, however, rejection wasn't the reaction |

(continued)
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(11:25 continued)
received. Most have been shocked, but they
were also eager to know why | would say
such a thing. The key is to speak this truth
with love, in such a way that our concern for
their souls is readily apparent.

“Alerting Mormons to the very real danger
of their going to outer darkness opens the
door to telling them the basis for that judg-

vineyard do? he will come and destroy the
husbandmen, and will give the vineyard
to others.

10 And have you not read this scripture;
The stone which the builders rejected is
become the head of the corner:

11 This was the Lord’s doing, and it is
marvelous in our eyes?

12 And they sought to lay hold on him,
but feared the people: for they knew that
he had spoken the parable against them:
and they left him, and went their way.

13 And they sent to him certain of the
Pharisees and of the Herodians, to catch
him in his words.

14 And when they were come, they said
to him, Master, we know that you are
true, and care for no man: for you regard
not the person of men, but teach the way
of God in truth: Is it lawful to give trib-
ute to Caesar, or not?

15 Shall we give, or shall we not give?
But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said to
them, Why tempt me? bring me a penny,
that I may see it.

16 And they brought it. And he said to
them, Whose is this image and superscrip-
tion? And they said to him, Caesar’s.

17 And Jesus answering said to them,
Render to Caesar the things that are Cae-
sar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.
And they marveled at him.

18 Then came to him the Sadducees,
which say there is no resurrection; and
they asked him, saying,

19 Master, Moses wrote to us, If a man’s
brother die, and leave his wife behind him,
and leave no children, that his brother
should take his wife, and raise up seed to
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ment—which is, they are not meeting God's
requirement for living with Him (they are not
presently perfect). The key to explaining this is
the present imperative, be perfect, in Mat-
thew 5:48."”

See Luke 18:20 footnote for how to go
through the Law, and 1 Corinthians 15:58
footnote on how not to be discouraged in
witnessing.

his brother.

20 Now there were seven brethren: and
the first took a wife, and dying left no seed.
21 And the second took her, and died,
neither left he any seed: and the third
likewise.

22 And the seven had her, and left no
seed: last of all the woman died also.

23 In the resurrection therefore, when
they shall rise, whose wife shall she be of
them? for the seven had her to wife.

24 And Jesus answering said to them, Do
you not therefore err, because you know
not the scriptures, neither the power of
God?

25 For when they shall rise from the
dead, they neither marry, nor are given in
marriage; but are as the angels which are
in heaven.

26 And as touching the dead, that they
rise: have you not read in the book of
Moses, how in the bush God spoke to
him, saying, I am the God of Abraham,
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja-
cob?

27 Heis not the God of the dead, but the
God of the living: you therefore do great-
ly err.

28 And one of the scribes came, and hav-
ing heard them reasoning together, and
perceiving that he had answered them
well, asked him, Which is the first com-
mandment of all?

29 And Jesus answered him, The first
of all the commandments is, Hear, O
Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:
30 And you shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind, and
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PRINCIPLES OF GROWTH FOR THE NEW AND GROWING CHRISTIAN

124144 Tijthing—The Final Frontier

It has been said that the wallet is the “final frontier.” It is the final area to be conquered—the
last thing that comes to God in surrender. Jesus spoke much about money. He said that we can-
not serve God and mammon (Matthew 6:24). “Mammon” was the common Aramaic word for
riches, which is related to a Hebrew word signifying “that which is to be trusted.” In other
words, we cannot trust God and money. Either money is our source of joy, our great love, our
sense of security, the supplier of our needs—or God is.

When you open your purse or wallet, give generously and regularly to your local church. A
guide of how much you should give can be found in the “tithe” of the Old Testament: 10 per-
cent of your income. Whatever amount you give, make sure you give something to the work of
God (see Malachi 3:8-11). Give because you want to, not because you have to. God loves a
cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:6,7), so learn to hold your money with a loose hand.

with all your strength: this is the first
commandment.

31 And the second is like, namely this,
You shall love your neighbour as your-
self. There is none other commandment
greater than these.

32 And the scribe said to him, Well, Mas-
ter, you have said the truth: for there is
one God; and there is none other but he:
33 And to love him with all the heart,
and with all the understanding, and with
all the soul, and with all the strength,
and to love his neighbour as himself, is
more than all whole burnt offerings and
sacrifices.

34 And when Jesus saw that he an-
swered discreetly, he said to him, You are
not far from the kingdom of God. And no
man after that dared ask him any question.
35 And Jesus answered and said, while
he taught in the temple, How say the
scribes that Christ is the Son of David?
36 For David himself said by the Holy
Spirit, The Lord said to my Lord, Sit on
my right hand, till I make your enemies
your footstool.

37 David therefore himself calls him
Lord; and whence is he then his son? And
the common people heard him gladly.
38 And he said to them in his doctrine,
Beware of the scribes, which love to go
in long clothing, and love salutations in
the marketplaces,

39 And the chief seats in the synagogues,
and the uppermost rooms at feasts:

40 Which devour widows™ houses, and
for a pretence make long prayers: these
shall receive greater damnation.

41 And Jesus sat over against the treasury,
and beheld how the people cast money
into the treasury: and many that were rich
cast in much.

42 And there came a certain poor widow,
and she threw in two mites, which make
a farthing.

43 And he called to him his disciples,
and said to them, Verily I say to you, That
this poor widow has cast more in, than
all they which have cast into the treasury:
44 For all they did cast in of their abun-
dance; but she of her want did cast in all
that she had, even all her living.

12:29-31 No one has ever kept the Commandments: “The Lord looked down from heaven
upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. They are all
gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is no one that does good, no, not one”

(Psalm 14:2,3). See Romans 2:15,16 footnote.

12:34 It is understanding of the Law that brings a sinner closer to the kingdom of God.
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CHAPTER 13

ND as he went out of the temple,

one of his disciples said to him, Mas-
ter, see what manner of stones and what
buildings are here!
2 And Jesus answering said to him, See
these great buildings? There shall not be
left one stone upon another, that shall
not be thrown down.
3 And as he sat upon the mount of Ol-
ives over against the temple, Peter and
James and John and Andrew asked him
privately,
4 Tell us, when shall these things be?
and what shall be the sign when all these
things shall be fulfilled?
5 And Jesus answering them began to
say, Take heed lest any man deceive you:
6 For many shall come in my name, say-
ing, [ am Christ; and shall deceive many.
7 And when you shall hear of wars and
rumours of wars, be not troubled: for such
things must needs be; but the end shall
not be yet.
8 For nation shall rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom: and there
shall be earthquakes in divers places, and
there shall be famines and troubles: these
are the beginnings of sorrows.
9 But take heed to yourselves: for they
shall deliver you up to councils; and in
the synagogues you shall be beaten: and
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you shall be brought before rulers and
kings for my sake, for a testimony against
them.

10 And the gospel must first be pub-
lished among all nations.

11 But when they shall lead you, and
deliver you up, take no thought before-
hand what you shall speak, neither pre-
meditate: but whatsoever shall be given
you in that hour, that speak: for it is not
you that speak, but the Holy Spirit.

12 Now the brother shall betray the
brother to death, and the father the son;
and children shall rise up against their
parents, and shall cause them to be put
to death.

13 And you shall be hated of all men
for my name’s sake: but he that shall en-
dure to the end, the same shall be saved.
14 But when you shall see the abomina-
tion of desolation, spoken of by Daniel
the prophet, standing where it ought not,
(let him that reads understand,) then let
them that be in Judea flee to the moun-
tains:

15 And let him that is on the housetop
not go down into the house, neither enter
therein, to take any thing out of his house:
16 And let him that is in the field not
turn back again for to take up his garment.
17 But woe to them that are with child,
and to them that give suck in those days!

13:2 Fulfilled prophecy. This prophecy was fulfilled in A.D. 70 when Titus destroyed Jerusalem.
“Now the outward face of the temple in its front wanted nothing that was likely to surprise either
men’s minds or their eyes; for it was covered all over with plates of gold of great weight, and, at
the first rising of the sun, reflected back a very fiery splendor, and made those who forced them-
selves to look upon it to turn their eyes away, just as they would have done at the sun’s own rays.
But this temple appeared to strangers, when they were coming to it at a distance, like a mountain
covered with snow; for as to those parts of it that were not gilt, they were exceeding white. On its
top it had spikes with sharp points, to prevent any pollution of it by birds sitting upon it. Of its
stones, some of them were forty-five cubits in length, five in height, and six in breadth.” (The
History of the Destruction of Jerusalem, The Works of Flavius Josephus)

“[The wall] was so thoroughly laid even with the ground by those that dug it up to the founda-
tion, that there was left nothing to make those that came thither believe it had ever been inhabit-
ed.” Josephus, The Wars of the Jews (See also Matthew 24:2.)

13:4 For more signs of the end times, see Luke 21:7.

13:10 “The world can be witnessed to in a single generation. We can welcome Him back with
our present of the finished task set by Him so long ago when He said, ‘This gospel of the kingdom
must be preached for a witness to all nations; then shall the end come.”” Winkie Pratney
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18 And pray that your flight be not in
the winter.

19 For in those days shall be affliction,
such as was not from the beginning of
the creation which God created to this
time, neither shall be.

20 And except that the Lord had short-
ened those days, no flesh should be saved:
but for the elect’s sake, whom he has cho-
sen, he has shortened the days.

21 And then if any man shall say to you,
Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; be-
lieve him not:

22 For false Christs and false prophets
shall rise, and shall show signs and won-
ders, to seduce, if it were possible, even
the elect.

23 But take heed: behold, I have foretold
you all things.

24 But in those days, after that tribula-
tion, the sun shall be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light,

25 And the stars of heaven shall fall,
and the powers that are in heaven shall
be shaken.

26 And then shall they see the Son of
man coming in the clouds with great pow-
er and glory.

27 And then shall he send his angels,
and shall gather together his elect from
the four winds, from the uttermost part
of the earth to the uttermost part of heav-
en.

28 Now learn a parable of the fig tree;
When her branch is yet tender, and puts
forth leaves, you know that summer is
near:

29 So you in like manner, when you
shall see these things come to pass, know
that it is near, even at the doors.

30 Verily I say to you, that this genera-
tion shall not pass, till all these things be
done.

31 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but
my words shall not pass away.

32 But of that day and that hour knows
no man, no, not the angels which are in
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.
33 Take heed, watch and pray: for you
know not when the time is.
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34 For the Son of man is as a man tak-
ing a far journey, who left his house, and
gave authority to his servants, and to every
man his work, and commanded the port-
er to watch.

35 Watch therefore: for you know not
when the master of the house comes, at
even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrow-
ing, or in the morning:

36 Lest coming suddenly he find you
sleeping.

37 And what I say to you I say to all,
Watch.

For how to use the Ten Commandments
in witnessing, see Psalm 51:6 footnote.

CHAPTER 14

FTER two days was the feast of the

passover, and of unleavened bread:
and the chief priests and the scribes sought
how they might take him by craft, and
put him to death.
2 But they said, Not on the feast day, lest
there be an uproar of the people.
3 And being in Bethany in the house of
Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there
came a woman having an alabaster box
of ointment of spikenard very precious;
and she broke the box, and poured it on
his head.
4 And there were some that had indig-
nation within themselves, and said, Why
was this waste of the ointment made?
5 For it might have been sold for more
than three hundred pence, and have been
given to the poor. And they murmured
against her.
6 And Jesus said, Let her alone; why
trouble her? she has wrought a good work
on me.
7 For you have the poor with you always,
and whenever you will you may do them
good: but me you have not always.
8 She has done what she could: she is
come beforehand to anoint my body to
the burying.
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9 Verily I say to you, Wherever this gos-
pel shall be preached throughout the
whole world, this also that she has done
shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.
10 And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve,
went to the chief priests, to betray him to
them.

11 And when they heard it, they were
glad, and promised to give him money.
And he sought how he might convenient-
ly betray him.

12 And the first day of unleavened bread,
when they killed the passover, his disci-
ples said to him, Where will you that we
go and prepare that you may eat the pass-
over?

13 And he sent forth two of his disciples,
and said to them, Go into the city, and
there shall meet you a man bearing a
pitcher of water: follow him.

14 And wherever he shall go in, say to
the goodman of the house, The Master
says, Where is the guestchamber, where
I shall eat the passover with my disciples?
15 And he will show you a large upper
room furnished and prepared: there make
ready for us.

16 And his disciples went forth, and
came into the city, and found as he had
said to them: and they made ready the
passover.

17 And in the evening he came with the
twelve.

18 And as they sat and did eat, Jesus
said, Verily I say to you, One of you which
eats with me shall betray me.

19 And they began to be sorrowful, and
to say to him one by one, Is it I? and an-
other said, Is it I?

20 And he answered and said to them,
It is one of the twelve, that dips with me
in the dish.

21 The Son of man indeed goes, as it is
written of him: but woe to that man by
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whom the Son of man is betrayed! good
were it for that man if he had never been
born.

22 And as they did eat, Jesus took bread,
and blessed, and broke it, and gave to
them, and said, Take, eat: this is my body.
23 And he took the cup, and when he
had given thanks, he gave it to them: and
they all drank of it.

24 And he said to them, This is my blood
of the new testament, which is shed for
many.

25 Verily I say to you, I will drink no
more of the fruit of the vine, until that
day that I drink it new in the kingdom of
God.

26 And when they had sung a hymn,
they went out into the mount of Olives.
27 And Jesus said to them, All you shall
be offended because of me this night: for
it is written, I will smite the shepherd,
and the sheep shall be scattered.

28 But after that I am risen, I will go
before you into Galilee.

29 But Peter said to him, Although all
shall be offended, yet will not 1.

30 And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to
you, That this day, even in this night,
before the cock crow twice, you shall deny
me thrice.

31 But he spoke the more vehemently,
If T should die with you, I will not deny
you in any wise. Likewise also said they
all.

32 And they came to a place which was
named Gethsemane: and he said to his
disciples, Sit here, while I shall pray.

33 And he took with him Peter and James
and John, and began to be sore amazed,
and to be very heavy;

34 And said to them, My soul is exceed-
ing sorrowful to death: tarry here, and
watch.

35 And he went forward a little, and fell

14:10 Messianic prophecy fulfilled: “Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom | trusted, which
did eat of my bread, has lifted up his heel against me” (Psalm 41:9). See Mark 14:65 footnote.

14:24 The wine wasn't His literal blood, which was still in His body. He was referring to it as

being symbolic of His blood.
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on the ground, and prayed that, if it were
possible, the hour might pass from him.
36 And he said, Abba, Father, all things
are possible to you; take away this cup
from me: nevertheless not what 1 will,
but what you will.

37 And he came, and found them sleep-
ing, and said to Peter, Simon, do you
sleep? Couldn’t you watch one hour?

38 Watch and pray, lest you enter into
temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but
the flesh is weak.

39 And again he went away, and prayed,
and spoke the same words.

40 And when he returned, he found them
asleep again, (for their eyes were heavy,)
neither did they know what to answer
him.

41 And he came the third time, and said
to them, Sleep on now, and take your
rest: it is enough, the hour is come; be-
hold, the Son of man is betrayed into the
hands of sinners.

42 Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrays
me is at hand.

43 And immediately, while he yet spoke,
came Judas, one of the twelve, and with
him a great multitude with swords and
staves, from the chief priests and the
scribes and the elders.

44 And he that betrayed him had given
them a token, saying, Whomsoever I shall
kiss, that same is he; take him, and lead
him away safely.

45 And as soon as he was come, he went
straightway to him, and said, Master, mas-
ter; and kissed him.

46 And they laid their hands on him, and
took him.

47 And one of them that stood by drew
a sword, and smote a servant of the high
priest, and cut off his ear.

48 And Jesus answered and said to them,
Are you come out, as against a thief, with
swords and with staves to take me?

14:38
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49 1 was daily with you in the temple
teaching, and you took me not: but the
scriptures must be fulfilled.

50 And they all forsook him, and fled.
51 And there followed him a certain
young man, having a linen cloth cast about
his naked body; and the young men laid
hold on him:

52 And he left the linen cloth, and fled
from them naked.

53 And they led Jesus away to the high
priest: and with him were assembled all
the chief priests and the elders and the
scribes.

54 And Peter followed him afar off, even
into the palace of the high priest: and he
sat with the servants, and warmed him-
self at the fire.

If you are saved, the work is only half
done until you are employed to bring
others to Christ.

CHARLES SPURGEON

55 And the chief priests and all the coun-
cil sought for witness against Jesus to
put him to death; and found none.

56 For many bare false witness against
him, but their witness agreed not togeth-
er.

57 And there arose certain, and bare false
witness against him, saying,

58 We heard him say, I will destroy this
temple that is made with hands, and with-
in three days I will build another made
without hands.

59 But neither so did their witness agree
together.

60 And the high priest stood up in the
midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Do you
answer nothing? what is it which these
witness against you?

61 But he held his peace, and answered
nothing. Again the high priest asked him,

“The reason why many fail in battle is because they wait until the hour of battle. The rea-

son why others succeed is because they have gained their victory on their knees long before the
battle came. .. Anticipate your battles; fight them on your knees before temptation comes, and you

will always have victory.” R. A. Torrey
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and said to him, are you the Christ, the
Son of the Blessed?

62 And Jesus said, I am: and you shall
see the Son of man sitting on the right
hand of power, and coming in the clouds
of heaven.

63 Then the high priest rent his clothes,
and said, What need we any further wit-
nesses?

64 You have heard the blasphemy: what
do you think? And they all condemned
him to be guilty of death.

65 And some began to spit on him, and
to cover his face, and to buffet him, and
to say to him, Prophesy: and the servants
did strike him with the palms of their
hands.

66 And as Peter was beneath in the pal-
ace, there came one of the maids of the
high priest:

67 And when she saw Peter warming
himself, she looked upon him, and said,
And you also were with Jesus of Naza-
reth.

68 But he denied, saying, I know not,
neither understand I what you say. And
he went out into the porch; and the cock
crew.

69 And a maid saw him again, and began
to say to them that stood by, This is one
of them.

70 And he denied it again. And a little
after, they that stood by said again to Peter,
Surely you are one of them: for you are a
Galilaean, and your speech agrees thereto.
71 But he began to curse and to swear,
saying, I know not this man of whom you
speak.

72 And the second time the cock crew.
And Peter called to mind the word that
Jesus said to him, Before the cock crow
twice, you shall deny me thrice. And when
he thought thereon, he wept.

Mark 15

CHAPTER 15

ND straightway in the morning the

chief priests held a consultation with
the elders and scribes and the whole coun-
cil, and bound Jesus, and carried him
away, and delivered him to Pilate.
2 And Pilate asked him, Are you the King
of the Jews? And he answering said to him,
It is as you say.
3 And the chief priests accused him of
many things: but he answered nothing.
4 And Pilate asked him again, saying,
Do you answer nothing? behold how
many things they witness against you.
5 But Jesus yet answered nothing; so
that Pilate marveled.
6 Now at that feast he released to them
one prisoner, whomsoever they desired.
7 And there was one named Barabbas,
which lay bound with them that had made
insurrection with him, who had commit-
ted murder in the insurrection.
8 And the multitude crying aloud began
to desire him to do as he had ever done to
them.
9 But Pilate answered them, saying, Will
you that I release to you the King of the
Jews?
10 For he knew that the chief priests had
delivered him for envy.
11 But the chief priests moved the peo-
ple, that he should rather release Barabbas
to them.
12 And Pilate answered and said again
to them, What will you then that I shall
do to him whom you call the King of the
Jews?
13 And they cried out again, Crucify him.
14 Then Pilate said to them, Why, what
evil has he done? And they cried out the
more exceedingly, Crucify him.
15 And so Pilate, willing to content the
people, released Barabbas to them, and

14:65 Messianic prophecy fulfilled: “I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks
to those who plucked out the beard; | did not hide my face from shame and spitting” (Isaiah 50:6).

See Mark 15:24 footnote.

15:12
God.” Mark Twain

“Public opinion is held in reverence. It settles everything. Some think it is the voice of
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delivered Jesus, when he had scourged
him, to be crucified.

16 And the soldiers led him away into
the hall, called Praetorium; and they called
together the whole band.

17 And they clothed him with purple,
and platted a crown of thorns, and put it
about his head,

18 And began to salute him, Hail, King
of the Jews!

19 And they smote him on the head
with a reed, and did spit upon him, and
bowing their knees worshipped him.

20 And when they had mocked him,
they took off the purple from him, and
put his own clothes on him, and led him
out to crucify him.

21 And they compelled one Simon a
Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of
the country, the father of Alexander and
Rufus, to bear his cross.

22 And they brought him to the place
Golgotha, which is, being interpreted,
The place of a skull.

23 And they gave him to drink wine
mingled with myrrh: but he received it
not.

24 And when they had crucified him,
they parted his garments, casting lots up-
on them, what every man should take.
25 And it was the third hour, and they
crucified him.

26 And the superscription of his accu-
sation was written over, THE KING OF
THE JEWS.

27 And with him they crucified two
thieves; the one on his right hand, and
the other on his left.

28 And the scripture was fulfilled, which
says, And he was numbered with the
{ransgressors.

29 And they that passed by railed on him,
wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, you
that destroy the temple, and build it in
three days,

30 Save yourself, and come down from
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the cross.

31 Likewise also the chief priests mock-
ing said among themselves with the
scribes, He saved others; himself he can-
not save.

32 Let Christ the King of Israel descend
now from the cross, that we may see and
believe. And they that were crucified with
him reviled him.

33 And when the sixth hour was come,
there was darkness over the whole land
until the ninth hour.

34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with
a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sa-
bachthani? which is, being interpreted,
My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?

35 And some of them that stood by,
when they heard it, said, Behold, he calls
Elijah.

36 And one ran and filled a sponge full
of vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave
him to drink, saying, Let alone; let us see
whether Elijah will come to take him down.
37 And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and
gave up the ghost.

38 And the veil of the temple was rent
in twain from the top to the bottom.

39 And when the centurion, which stood
over against him, saw that he so cried
out, and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly
this man was the Son of God.

40 There were also women looking on
afar off: among whom was Mary Magda-
lene, and Mary the mother of James the
less and of Joses, and Salome;

41 (Who also, when he was in Galilee,
followed him, and ministered to him;)
and many other women which came up
with him to Jerusalem.

42 And now when the even was come,
because it was the preparation, that is,
the day before the sabbath,

43 Joseph of Arimathaea, an honorable
counsellor, which also waited for the king-
dom of God, came, and went in boldly

15:24 Messianic prophecy fulfilled: “They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon
my vesture” (Psalm 22:18). See Luke 1:32,33 footnote.
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Mark 16

15226 Contradictions in the Bible—Why Are They There?

The Bible has many seeming contradictions
within its pages. For example, the four Gos-
pels give four differing accounts as to what
was written on the sign that hung on the
cross. Matthew said, “This is Jesus the King of
the Jews" (27:37). However, Mark contradicts
that with “The King of the Jews” (15:26).
Luke says something different: “This is the
King of the Jews"” (23:38), and John maintains
that the sign said “Jesus of Nazareth the King
of the Jews” (19:19). Those who are looking
for contradictions may therefore say, “See—
the Bible is full of mistakes!” and choose to
reject it entirely as being untrustworthy.

However, those who trust God have no
problem harmonizing the Gospels. There is no
contradiction if the sign simply said, “This is
Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews.” The
godly base their confidence on two truths: 1)
“all Scripture is given by inspiration of God"”
(2 Timothy 3:16); and 2) an elementary rule of
Scripture is that God has deliberately included
seeming contradictions in His Word to “snare”
the proud. He has “hidden” things from the
“wise and prudent” and “revealed them to
babes” (Luke 10:21), purposely choosing fool-
ish things to confound the wise (1 Corinthians
1:27).

If an ungodly man refuses to humble him-
self and obey the gospel, and instead desires
to build a case against the Bible, God gives him
enough material to build his own gallows.

This incredible principle is clearly illustrated
in the account of the capture of Zedekiah, king
of Judah. Jeremiah the prophet told Zedekiah
that God would judge him. He was informed
that he would be “delivered into the hand of

to Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.
44 And Pilate marveled if he were al-
ready dead: and calling to him the cen-
turion, he asked him whether he had
been any while dead.

45 And when he knew it of the centuri-
on, he gave the body to Joseph.

46 And he bought fine linen, and took
him down, and wrapped him in the lin-
en, and laid him in a sepulchre which was
hewn out of a rock, and rolled a stone to

the king of Babylon” (Jeremiah 32:4). This is
confirmed in Jeremiah 39:5-7 where we are
told that he was captured and brought to
King Nebuchadnezzar, then they “bound him
with chains, to carry him to Babylon.” How-
ever, in Ezekiel 12:13, God Himself warned, “I
will bring him to Babylon...yet he shall not
see it, though he shall die there” (emphasis
added). Here is material to build a case against
the Bible! It is an obvious mistake. Three Bible
verses say that the king would go to Babylon,
and yet the Bible in another place says that he
would not see Babylon. How can someone be
taken somewhere and not see it? It makes no
sense at all—unless Zedekiah was blinded.
And that is precisely what happened. Zede-
kiah saw Nebuchadnezzar face to face, saw
his sons killed before his eyes, then “the king
of Babylon...put out Zedekiah's eyes” before
taking him to Babylon (Jeremiah 39:6,7). This
is the underlying principle behind the many
“contradictions” of Holy Scripture (such as
how many horses David had, who was the
first to arrive at the tomb after the resurrec-
tion of Jesus, etc.).

God has turned the tables on proud, arro-
gant, self-righteous man. When he proudly
stands outside of the kingdom of God, and
seeks to justify his sinfulness through evidence
he thinks discredits the Bible, he doesn't real-
ize that God has simply lowered the door of
life, so that only those who are prepared to
exercise faith, and bow in humility may enter.

It is interesting to note that the seeming
contradictions in the four Gospels attest to the
fact that there was no corroboration between
the writers.

the door of the sepulchre.
47 And Mary Magdalene and Mary the
mother of Joses beheld where he was laid.

CHAPTER 16
ND when the sabbath was past, Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of
James, and Salome, had bought sweet
spices, that they might come and anoint
him.
2 And very early in the morning the first
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15:39 The Witness
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(An interesting insight into what may have been...)

By Danny Hotea

As was my custom, | rose early that day to pay
homage to the gods by prayers and burnt of-
ferings. To which | vowed my obedience on
that fateful morning, | cannot now remember.
There were so many.

Leaving the place of worship, | endeavored
to sit quietly and read the creeds of Rome as
written by the emperor himself. It was my
duty not only as a centurion, but as a Roman
citizen, to understand the purpose of almighty
Caesar and Rome. However, just as | began
pouring over the open scroll, a nameless mes-
senger came panting with word from Pontius
Pilate, governor of Judea, ordering my garri-
son to his palace immediately.

| arrived with three hundred men as if by
flight. The sun had hardly risen, and the air
held an unseen weight, as if to distinguish this
day from all others. The men, all clad in
leather and metal with swords swaying from
their belts and spears stabbing at the sky in
protest of their unusually early arousal, wob-
bled restlessly in rigid formation, awaiting my
command. The sound of spiked sandals scrap-
ing the stone palace floor echoed down the
long, stone hallway adding tension to mystery.
They undoubtedly supposed that | knew the
reason for it all. But | didn’t—until another
messenger came with another scroll describ-
ing our purpose exactly.

Jerusalem was a place known for its con-
centrated reserve of mindless zealots. And |
had experience in stamping out the feeble ef-
forts of disorderly vagrants and disorganized
militias meant to unshackle the Jews from
Rome’s iron grip. One in particular came to
mind as | read the final sentence of that day’s
orders. It was the most recent and pathetic
uprising. A small army of poorly armed reli-
gious rebels managed to assassinate an in-
significant gatekeeper in the governor’s pal-
ace. The idea that a handful of superstitious
peasants could overthrow Rome was ridicu-
lous and, if it weren't so sad, it would be laugh-
able. Their leader had been a thin, sweaty
man with hardly any beard, balding head and
shifting eyes. A Jew. A brainless dreamer suf-
fering from resentment. His name was Barab-
bas. He was hardly a match for Rome. | caught

him in the streets attempting to hide beneath
a vendor’s blankets after his pitiful militia had
been butchered and left for the dogs. | was
his judge and jury. And since only Romans
have the right to a trial, | stuffed him in a
smaller-than-usual cell after the garrison had
their day’s exercise of beating him with rods
and slapping him with gloved fists.

That day had another experience for me
altogether.

As we pushed our way into the Praetorium
hauling the scourged offender to the plat-
form, where another Man stood, the mob
sang out in a chorus of hatred, “Crucify Him!"
The governor addressed the riotous masses
with careful words, offering them a choice be-
tween the bloodied and uncondemned Man
now occupying the platform with him, or the
pathetic zealot, Barabbas, who had failed an
attempt to destroy Rome. Immediately they
sent out blood-curdling screams consenting to
the murder of the One and the release of the
other. It was apparent, by their screams, that
this Man had not offended Rome. He had of-
fended the Jews.

A messenger interrupted the procedure,
which was doubtlessly an urgent matter, after
which | was signaled to bring Him into the
governor’s inner court.

The conversation that took place proved
this Man'’s character. He spoke only when
questioned and claimed that the governor’s
authority was given to him by the Offender’s
Father, which made little sense to me at the
time. When He said He was a King, | won-
dered whether Barabbas, the sweaty zealot,
had similar thoughts. But, all in all, this Man
had authority incomparable to any | had seen
before. This fact was startling considering |
had seen the Caesar and all his delegates more
often than Pontius himself.

What seemed like moments later, my gar-
rison had elbowed their way through the riot-
ous crowds to the place of execution, hauling
two offenders of Rome and One offender of
the Jews.

His head had been crowned with thorns,
no doubt a torturous invention of the guiltless
soldiers in my garrison. His beard replaced with
bleeding flesh. His back opened wide by a
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Roman scourge to an infectious environment
full of iliness bred in the hearts of vehement
enemies. Yet, it seemed that these were the
slightest of His pains judging by the weight of
grief He bore on His countenance. His visage
carried an eternal load of unfamiliar burdens.

As was my custom, | drove the first nail in-
to the left wrist of each offender inaugurating
their torturous departure from this world and
instructing my garrison how to proceed with
the crucifixion. The two vagrants wrestled pa-
thetically against the soldier’s grip that held
their filthy arms against the knotted wood,
spitting out blasphemies against the gods of
Rome and sprinkling our faces with bloody
specs of mucus. But they could do little more
than wiggle their palms and claw at my wrists
with their broken nails until the iron spike im-
paled the wrist and its owner’s arm was pinned
against the wood, twitching like a wounded
animal. | often delighted in the sound of their
ear-splitting screams and hellish moans that
filled the air and the sight of their epileptic
convulsions of agony as their crosses were set
upright. It became somewhat of a drama to
which | looked forward with secret pleasure,
even more than the gladiators and the chariot
races where countless men had lost their lives
to entertain Rome. | could hardly keep from
smiling, at times.

But this Man, although He was innocent,
displayed no reluctance in placing His arm
against the wood. His eyes fastened on the
soldier holding His arm and on me, His sadistic
executioner. | expected the typical reaction as
the iron penetrated His skin. But this Man was
not typical in any sense of the word. Instead
of spraying my face with spittle, He groaned
and looked away, scrapping His thorny crown
against the lumber behind His head. Unlike
the other two, this Man did not moan in mel-
odies of agony as the cross sat upright, dis-
jointing its resident. Tears ran down His scabbed

day of the week, they came to the sepul-
chre at the rising of the sun.

3 And they said among themselves, Who
shall roll away the stone from the door
of the sepulchre?

4 And when they looked, they saw that
the stone was rolled away: for it was very
great.

5 And entering into the sepulchre, they
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face as He viewed the masses streaming past
the foot of His cross. Their venomous words
struck the air like frothy waves pounding some
seaside cliff. And, unlike the other two, whose
hoarse-voiced cursing baptized each passerby
with vulgar threats and swollen words of
every sort, He spoke kindly to a few standing
at the foot of His cross. Had He not been a Jew,
| would have been compelled to defend His
dying reputation for sheer sympathy’s sake.

At the instant before He died, the sky
blackened as if it had been split open like a
carcass and all its guilt bled out onto the
clouds. The earth convulsed, shaking and toss-
ing my men and | like mere toys. At that in-
stant | knew this Man was no mere Man.

He wielded an exclusive power. The image
of Rome, as if it were a colossal statue carved
of iron, lay in heaps beneath His cross as a
mound of chaff vulnerable to the slightest
breath of wind. The sight of His emaciated
corpse stabbed at my conscience. Had | done
wrong? If not, then why such agony of heart?
| was bleeding now and my zeal for Rome
poured from the bowels of my heart like the
streamlets coursing from His side and brow.
He had slain me; not I Him. His naked body, re-
duced to shards of stinking flesh hanging life-
lessly on the cross, seemed more alive than | did
standing with my hand-polished helmet and
Roman embroidery hanging like empirical cur-
tains from my shoulders. | was ashamed of
myself.

| turned away to prevent my tears from be-
ing noticed. Regret welled up in my soul and
poured out onto my cheeks with burning tears.
| tried desperately to compose myself to no
avail. Once more, | turned to look at Him, and
my knees betrayed me to the ground beneath.
My forehead kissed the ground in an un-
guarded slump. | gritted my teeth and formed
the words, “Truly, this was the Son of God!”

I have never been the same since.

saw a young man sitting on the right side,
clothed in a long white garment; and they
were fearful.

6 And he said to them, Be not fearful: You
seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was cruci-
fied: he is risen; he is not here: behold the
place where they laid him.

7 But go your way, tell his disciples and
Peter that he goes before you into Galilee:
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

16:6
tomb—one or two?”

The question has arisen simply because Matthew and Mark mention
one angel, whereas Luke and John refer to two. There is no conflict if

“How many angels were at the
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there were two angels but Matthew and Mark quote the one who was a spokesperson.

there shall you see him, as he said to you.
8 And they went out quickly, and fled
from the sepulchre; for they trembled
and were amazed: neither said they any
thing to any man; for they were afraid.

9 Now when Jesus was risen early the
first day of the week, he appeared first to
Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had
cast seven devils.

10 And she went and told them that had
been with him, as they mourned and wept.
11 And they, when they had heard that
he was alive, and had been seen of her,
believed not.

12 After that he appeared in another form
to two of them, as they walked, and went
into the country.

13 And they went and told it to the resi-
due: neither believed they them.

14 Afterward he appeared to the eleven
as they sat at meat, and upbraided them
with their unbelief and hardness of heart,

because they believed not them which
had seen him after he was risen.

15 And he said to them, Go into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every
creature.

16 He that believes and is baptized shall
be saved; but he that believes not shall
be damned.

17 And these signs shall follow them that
believe; In my name shall they cast out
devils; they shall speak with new tongues;
18 They shall take up serpents; and if
they drink any deadly thing, it shall not
hurt them; they shall lay hands on the
sick, and they shall recover.

19 So then after the Lord had spoken to
them, he was received up into heaven,
and sat on the right hand of God.

20 And they went forth, and preached
everywhere, the Lord working with them,
and confirming the word with signs fol-
lowing. Amen.

16:15 Here is a fascinating thing. The original Greek meaning of “Go into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature” opens up some interesting thoughts. The word for “go” is
very captivating. It is poreuomai, meaning “go.” The word “all” also carries with it gripping conno-
tations. It is hapas, and actually means “all.” And if that doesn't rivet you, look closely at the word
“every.” It is pas, and literally means “every.” So when Jesus commanded us, “Go into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature,” to be true and faithful to the original text, what
He was actually saying was, “Go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” We
are so fortunate to have access to knowledge like this.

“Here is our commissioning and sending. There are no exceptions—every Christian is commanded
to go!” Trevor Yaxley

If the command to “preach the gospel to every creature” were given only to the eleven disciples,
preaching of the gospel would have stopped when they died. Every Christian is a “disciple.” The
word in Greek is mathetes and simply means “a learner.” It is used in reference to the eleven, as
well as to believers such as Joseph of Arimathea (Matthew 27:57), Ananias (Acts 9:10), and others
(Acts 9:36; 16:1; 21:16). In Luke 14:26,27 Jesus used the term in reference to any who would be-
lieve in Him.

16:17,18 In reference to true converts, Jesus said, “By their fruits you shall know them” (Mat-
thew 7:20), not by their gifts. Many false converts have had “power” gifts. See Matthew 7:21-23.



